Twice-Weekly Fund Only $200 Short of the Goal! 


$2,800 IS DRIVE 
TOTAL WITH ONE 


MORE WEEK LEFT 


Drive Success Seen | 
As It Enters 
Last Week 


By ROSE KARSNER 
Appeal Campaign Director 

Total collected to date is $2,800. 

This puts us well on the way to 
the twice a week Appeal—the first 
step ON THE ROAD TO A 
DAILY! 

Our organization has good rea- 
son to be proud of the results ob- 
tained thus far, but we must not 
rest until every branch and every 
member in it has fulfilled the quo- 
ta 100%. 

One final push, und we begin 
publishing twice a week. The last 
lap of any race is as a rule the 
most arduous. But we can make 
it. We have already given evi- 
dence of the mettle Fourth Inter- 
nationalists are made of. So don’t 
delay. Send in the balances. 

Let’s reach the $3,000 goal, and 
then—go beyond it! 

Remember, the Twice-a-Week 
Appeal is only the first step ON 
THE ROAD TO A DAILY- Our 
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ful distribution machinery; 
getting prompt bundle order pay- 


ments. of Spain. 


months, at Jeast. 

The siege of a great city is an 
enormous military undertaking, 
as was demonstrated by Franco's 
failure at Madrid in November, 
1936-March, 1937. Air bombing 
and artillery have to this day not 
reduced a total of more than a 
fourth of Madrid's buildings to 
ruins. Barcelona, a more modern 


Make 

It 

Burst 
Through 
the 

Top! 


See Editorial on Page 4 


intensive attacks than those which 


Madrid have had to endure. 
How Madrid Fought 

In the siege of Madrid, the 
fascists were faced by a deter- 
mined resistance. Even if they 
broke into the city, the workers 
and their wives were prepared for 
house to house fighting. The in- 
itiative of the masses was un- 
leashed and gave results. Work- 
ers committees went through the 
streets, impressing all able-bodied 
men into building barricades and 
trenches. 

House to house searches were 
made by workers committees for 
fascist suspects and arms. Over 
five hundred Assault Guards—po- 
lice—were arrested and Impris- 
oned as fascist suspects. As a 
result, no “fifth column” appeared 
jin Madrid. 

“Liberal” Traitors 

A very different story unfolded 
when the fascists «marched on 
the Northern cities, Bilbao, Gijon 
and Santander, The Basque 
bourgeoisie was in complete con- 
trol, the workers were permitted 
no initiative, and the cities were 
scarcely approached by the fas- 
cists—they were not even be- 
sieged—when the Loyalists sur- 
rendered. Open treachery of high 


FROM OUR READERS 


What we need to keep the 
twice weekly going and im- 
proving, is an army of readers 
like Joe B. of Mliopolis, DL, 
who says: “My subscription to 
the Appeal expired, I am there- 
fore enclosing $2 with which 


to renew it. Soon I shall send 
you $3 to cover the Stamps you 
sent me, I am desirous of help- 
ing the Appeal—I hope to be 
able to make a regular month- 
ly contribution soon.” 


We welcome comrade B's action 
in starting a monthly Appeal 
Pledge Fund to help cover the 
deficit which every revolutionary 
publication operates on because it 
cannot secure advertising. 

Who will: apply for Appeal 

(Continued on Page 4) 


SCORE BOARD 


Quota Paid Percent 
Kansas 2... cic cc ee lerevevcee 8 10.00 $ 20.00 200 
Sacramento ............... = wale 10.00 20.00 200 
St. Louis Local KEAR 50.00 60.00 120 
Durham, N. H. ....-....-6.--55 5.00 6.00 120. 
E. Chicago, Ind, ...............- 10.00 11.50 115 
Lynn, PERDR: cee: c oss wow scicwe'e 50.00 54.50 109 
Boston, Mass. ............ 200.00 205.25 103 
Wemver, Col: ...cepeccccensevicves 10.00 10.00 100 
Detroit, Mich. ........--.....+-- 25.00 25.00 100 
Fresno, Calif. 5.00 5.00 100 
Hartford, Conn. ..........66055: 5.00 5.00 100 
Houston, Tex. .............0004. 10.00 10.00 100 
Minneapolis ......-.....--0e+ee 500.00 500.00 100 
Marston Mills, Mass. ..........5. 5.00 5.00 100 
New Haven, Conn. ...........--- 20.00 20.00 100 
San Francisco ............56655+ 50.00 50.00 100 
St. Paul, Minn. ............----5- 100.00 100.00 100 
Toledo, Oe; cisiacccccccvensevecanves 20,00 20.00 100 
Yellow Spgs., O. ... 2... 66s cee 5.00 5.00 100 
Washington, D. C. .....--.. 20.00 20.00 100 
East Oakland .............-- 20.00 20.00 100 
Evansville, Ind, .....-sss-s5-++ 5.00 5.00 100 
Quakertown, Pa. .....-ss-s5s552> 15.00 15.00 100 
Plentywood, Mont. 5.00 4.50 90 
New York City ....-.-++-++-+6 1050,00 872.45 83 
Los Angeles .....sr-rssceeceeees 200.00 150.00 78 
Allentown, Pa. - 25.00 18.00 72 
Lexington, Ky. -ssssssrr==> 10.00 7.00 70 
Punta Gorda, Fla. 5.00 3.50 70 
Newark, N. J. «0... 4-5-5555 100.00 69.00 69 
Philadelphia 50.00 33.60 67 
Rochester, N. Y. 25.00 16.50 66 
Baltimore, Md. 10.00 6.00 60 
Worcester, Mass. 10,00 6.00 60 
Chicago ... sige 250.00 143.00 57 
Barge, NB: .cvaseececcais 10.00 5.50 55 
San Diego 10.00 5.50 55 
South Bend 10.00 5.50 55 
Cleveland acura tase NE 200.00 105,00 53 
W. Oakland, Cal. 120,00 10.00 50 
Youngstown ... 50.00 23.00 46 
Gardner-Fitchburg .........)->- 15.00 6.50 43 
Seattle, Wash. .-.. 6... sssseees 10,00 2,00 20 
Akron, O. .....- e ri 50.00 8.00 16 
Louisville, Ky. -sssr arsan 10,00 0 0 
Portand, Ore. aaia 5,00 0 0 


Open the Doors 
To Europe's 


ugees! 


To outflank inadequately equipped troops in the field is one 
thing, however, and to capture a city of two million people is a 
task of an entirely different order. Given any serious intent to 
struggle, the Loyalist leadership can retain Barcelona for many 


city, could withstand much more} Loyalist lines during the Northern 


Barcelona Can Be 
A Second Madrid 


The Workers Saved Madrid and They Can 
Still Save Barcelona; Negrin and Co. 
Prepare Their Exit 


The siege of Barcelona has begun. In little more than a month, 
next steps are: building a success- | k anco’s forces have traversed eighty miles of Catalonia and are 


at the doors of the biggest and industrially most important city 


officers was an important factor, 
and "fifth columns” were in the 
open long before fascist troops 
arrived. 

Will Barcelona follow the path 
of Madrid or of Bilbao? Reports 
are already insisting that, like 
the Basque bourgeoisie, the Ne- 
grin government has already fled 
Barcelona. The terrific rate at 
which the fascists have advanced 
indicates more than military 
strength, resembling the disorga- 
nization and demoralization of the 


campaigns, which the Negrin 

government later admitted to 

have been due to treachery, 
“Times” Hints 


It is alarming to note the line 
indicated by the New York Times 
correspondent, H. L. Matthews, 
known to be close to governmen- 


(Continued on Page 3) = 


JOBLESS PARLEY 
IN FIGHT AGAINST 
RELIEF SLASHES 


Eastern Conference 
Plans Struggle 
For Jobs 


By BILL MORGAN 


PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 22.— 
Sixteen delegates, representing 
more than 9,000 unemployed and 
W.P.A, workers, gathered here 
over the week-end, in an Eastern 
Conference to lay plans for a 
real struggle for jobs and in- 
creased relief for the unemployed. 

Stressing the need for united 
action against the slashing of the 
relief appropriations by the 
Roosevelt administration in its 
cynical haste to build a mon- 
strous war machine, delegate 
after delegate cited the miserable 
condition of the unemployed and 
relief workers who were betrayed 
by the Stalinist leadership of the 
Workers Alliance in every section 
of Pennsylvania, New York and 
everywhere the Communist party 
wreckers got control of unem- 
ployed organizations. 

Adopt Program 

The Conference listened to re- 
ports from delegates and then 
proceeded to draw up a program 
which would answer the needs of 
the workers. This program, based 
on the experiences of the many 
locals present, means action. 
Some of the demands are as fol- 
lows: “All war funds to the un- 
employed!" “A job for every 
worker at trade union wages and 
hours with a $30 minimum week- 
ly wage guaranteed!" “Open the 
idle factories!" “Against the 
Means Test!" 

A committee on organization 
was elected and it prepared plans 
for the united action of all the 
unemployed and W.P.A. workers 
against the relief cuts and buck 
passing of the responsibility from 
Federal Government to the States 
and counties. Delegates from the 
trade unions will be invited to 
assist in this struggle. 

A representative committee of 
seven was elected to carry on the 
work of the conference. Lester 
Heckman, of Allentown, Pa. is 
the secretary of the committee 
which consists of Pat Brennan of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., John Justin of 
Harrisburg, Pa., John Monroe of 
Baltimore, Md., Rhoda Pearson 
and Henry Rourke of New York 
City and Mrs. Briggs of Wis- 
consin 


000,000 instead of the House bill 


Socialist Appeal 


Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party, Section of the Fourth International 


Saturday, January 28, 1939 


the Union- Wreckers 


The present open crisis in the United Auto- 
mobile Workers Union, which has already split 
the General Executive Board in two, brought 
about the naming of a dual president and the 
calling by the Stalinists of a stooge convention, 
threatens, literally and immediately, the de- 
struction of the entire union movement in the 
industry. 

Into the creation of this movement went 
some of the most magnificent chapters of United 
States labor history. Today this movement 
faces a prospect where it may be wiped out 
altogether, 

Primary responsibility for the crisis rests upon 
the vicious gang of union-wreckers known and 
dishonored throughout the labor world as Stal- 
inists. 

Everything healthy in the labor movement 
withers under the touch of Stalinism. 

The Stalinists, with not the slightest respon- 
sibility toward the unions, with no aim other 
than to swing the unions into line for their own 
counter-revolutionary and pro-war political ends, 
found obstacles in the U.A.W. to their plans. 


As in innumerable other instances, the Stal- 
inists in the U.A.W., set out to rule or ruin— 
to tic the strings of the union firmly to 13th 
Street and through it to the Foreign Office of 
the Kremlin, or to smash the union. 


They have now taken their final step. Fear- 
ing with good reason to face a really democratic 
and representative convention of the rank and 
file of the entire union, they have forced a split 
in the executive board and called their stooge 
convention in Cleveland. 


Whatever illusions part of the membership 
may have about the Cleveland gathering, what- 
ever locals may in honest confusion send genuine 
militant delegates to it, it is guaranteed in ad- 
vance that the Cleveland meeting will be a 
100% Stalinist stooge assembly. Every move, 
every motion, every resolution, will be dictated 
by Earl Browder in exactly the same manner 
that he dictates the proceedings of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy, the I.W.O.. 
or the conventions of the Communist party 
itself. 


The future of the union movement in auto 
does not and cannot lie with the Cleveland 
puppet-show. 

But Homer Martin carries also his share of 
responsibility for the disaster. His irresponsibil- 
ity, his willingness to bloc up with anyone, 
however reactionary—including at the start the 
Stalinists themselves—for some immediate pur- 
pose, his failure to carry issues to the rank 
and file, his ineffectiveness in the organization 
drives planned for the last year, his secret meet- 
ings with Coughlin and Bennett, his dampening 
of the militancy of the locals in order to make 
the union "respectable" in the eyes of the bosses 
—all these factors have played into the hands 
of the Stalinist union-wreckers. 


The issue is now one of life or death for 
the union. It will not be solved in a week or a 
month or at either or both of the projected 
March conventions; but if it is ever going to 
be solved, action will have to be really begun 
during the next week and month. 

It is time for the militant and progressive 
rank and file of the U.A.W. to assert their 
own rights, to take over ther own union in 
their own name. The locals must elect their 
delegates to the Detroit convention, not to sub- 
mit to Martin but to re-establish the rule of the 
members over their own union. 

They can do so oniy by an independent 
struggle of all genuine progressives on an 
independent program, subordinated to no fac- 
tion of the warring cliques now composing the 
leadership. 

If the members allow the present struggle to 
be a mere dog-fight over posts, the fate of the 
union is sealed. 

The struggle in connection with the special 
convention must be utilized to advance a real 
program for at least the immediate future of the 
union, or else it will not make the slightest dif- 
ference which clique wins out over the next 
two months. 

What kind of program is needed? The min- 
imum essentials are given by the situation in 
the union and the industry: 

1. A 30-hour week with no reduction 
weekly pay, throughout the industry. 

2. A real organization drive to complete the 
unionization of the entire industry. 

3, Organization, and negotiations with the 
bosses, backed up whenever and wherever nec- 
essary by the weapons that first built the union 
and got it everything it has ever won: by mil- 
itant mass action, picketing, strikes, and sit- 
downs, 

4. Rank and file control; full and genuine 
democracy within the union, 

5. An end to the Hillman-Murray receiver- 
ship. Autonomy for the union in running its 
own affairs. 

6. Elimination of the influence of Stalinism 
in the union's leadership and policies. 

7. Bona fide representation of the entire in- 
ternational at the Detroit convention, with an 
arrangement and credentials committee including 
all groups, and competent to guarantee the dem- 
ocratic rights of the locals in getting fair and 
proportional representation. Exposure of the 
projected Addes-Mortimer-Thomas convention 
at Cleveland as a Stalinist scheme to smash the 
union and certain to be run as a standard Stal- 
inist stooge assembly directed from beginning 
to end by Browder and his gang of union- 
wreckers. 

8. The genuine unification and consolidation 
of the U.A.W., which is possible only on the 
basis of a program of militant struggle and 
of democratic control of the union by the rank 
and file, 


in 


DON’T BE FOOLED BY F.D.R.’S 
SHAM “BATTLE” FOR RELIEF! 


W.P.A. and unemployed work- 
ers are being called to parade in 
New York on January 28, in a 
leaflet issued by the “United La- 
bor and Citizens Committee for 
Jobs and Recovery”, under the 
slogan “Back up the President 
and the Mayor!" 


The sole demand made by this 
committee —and others like it 
throughout the country—is “to 
go forward with Roosevelt by 
insisting that “the Senate re- 
stores the cut voted by the House 
of Representatives” in the W.P.A. 
appropriation proposed by Roose- 
Velt. 

The C.L.O. national headquar- 
ters has declared itself in simi- 
lar terms, asking that Congress 
accept Roosevelt's figure of $875,- 


current year. 


ministrator, 


of $725,000,000. 


Last year about 3,3 billions Roosevelt's own program means 
were spent for W.P.A. and other | “gradually” firing seven hundred 
forms of relief. Roosevelt's pro-| thousand W.P.A. workers during 
posed appropriations bring this the next six months and that, 
figure down to 2.3 billions for the without waiting for Congression- 


al action, Roosevelt’s orders are 


Colonel Harrington, Roosevelt’s| already being carried out, nearly 
recent appointee as W.P.A. Ad- 350,000 having already been fired. 
has 


revealed that) (Continued on Page 8) 


Retreating slightly in the face of the threat of mass protests and 


All War 
Funds To the 


Unemployed! 


o> 375 5¢ per copy 


SAVE THE AUTO UNION! 


Auto Workers! Stop 


Stalinists Move To 
Smash Organization 


Martin Group Shares Blame for Crisis 
Which Is Imperilling Union’s 
Existence 


MEMBERS MUST INTERVENE 


DETROIT, Jan. 23—The United Automobile Workers 6f 
America, which fought and defeated the biggest monopolies in the 
country, is now being split wide open by two contenders for power. 

Unless the rank and file speaks up, and speaks up soon, the 
union will be a smoking ruin, powerless to fight the corporations, 
unable to shield the interests of the unemployed. The entire labor 


Not a word Is said by these 
organizations about the mean- 
ing of Roosevelt’s own figure. 
Yet, to “back up the President” 
means to back him in putting 
ever a program of a billion 


dollars less for W.P.A. and re- | $725,000,000 as the total deficiency 
Hef for this year than was |appropriation to cover W.P.A. 


spent last year! 


the complaints of Governors and “Mayors that their treasuries cannot 
stand any increases in local relief costs, the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations last week added temporizing amendments to the relief 
bill passed by the House of Representatives. 

Though the Senate Committee@fiscal year, it is possible that 
sustained the House figure of} open debate on the floor of the 
Senate will restore the Presi- 
dent's suggested figure of $875,- 


costs during the remainder of the | 000,000. 


movement will suffer a major disaster. 

On the one side, is the "Executive Board Majority,” consist- 
ing of the union-wrecking Communist party-Unity Group trowd in 
alliance with the reactionaries who formerly supported Martin. On 
the other side, is the Martin group, composed of a few bottom- 


heavy office holders and backed 
actionaries and the Lovestoneites. 


MICH. TEAMSTERS 
BATTLING COURTS, 
COPS AND SCABS 


Fight Court Order 
to Brewery 
Workers 


DETROIT—A general strike 
all Michigan teamsters was tem- 
porarily postponed on January 23, 
when Drivers Local 271 won its 
first major victory in the fight to 
prevent intimidation and coercion 
of its membership. After refusing 
to review the case last Saturday, 


the National Labor Relations 
Board consented to an appeal to 
Washington. 


Meanwhile whirlwind action by 
Drivers Local 271 has kept the 
brewery trucks off the streets. 
Where scabs succeeded in operat- 
ing their trucks, they never got 
to their destination, and if they 
did break through the tight net- 
work of union cruising cars, they 
never sold their beer. After two 
of their cars were found wrecked, 
taxi companies are refusing to 
haul scabs. 

Fight Court Order 

The strike was precipitated by 
a court order by Circuit Court 
Judge DeWitt H. Merriam, dic- 
tating to drivers what union they 
must belong to. The drivers, mem- 
bers of Teamsters Local 271, were 
ordered by the judge to join in- 
stead the Brewery Workers Un- 
ion, Local 51, 

Originally these drivers were 
members of Local 38 of the Brew- 
ery Workers. Then Brewery In- 
ternational officers signed a closed 
shop agreement with out-of-town 
distributors, and established Lo- 
cal 51, with wages under this con- 
tract running $20 a week less than 
under the contract held by Local 
38. The International officers or- 
dered Local 38 drivers to join Lo- 
cal 51. Revolting at this high- 
handed order, the drivers joined 
the teamsters union in a body, 

When Drivers Local 271, repre- 
senting these drivers, proceeded 
to enforce the superior provisions 
of the contract previously held by 
Local 38 the labor skates of the 
Brewery Workers went to the 
courts for an injunction. Since 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Senate Temporizes On Relief Slashes 
While Roosevelt Evades R 


Goes Through Devious Maneuvers to 
Hamstring Protest Movement 


esponsibility 

One amendment passed by the 
Senate Committee provides that 
not more than 5% of the 3,000,000 
workers now on W.P.A, shall be 
dropped before April Ist, and a 
second leaves the road open’ for 
additional W.P.A. appropriations 
in the Spring. 

Roosevelt Protest a Sham 

Neither amendment, of course, 
alters in the slightest what would 
be the net outcome if Congress is 
allowed to get away with the 
$725,000,000 figure. If that remains 
the total, cumulative layoffs will 
have to'cut the W.P.A. rolis to a 

(Continued on Page 3) 


by a very smelly altiance of re- 


Wrecking the Union 


Within a brief two-week period 
these cliques have inflicted a 
deeper wound on the U.A.W. than 
the motor barons with their bil- 
lions of dollars and powerful pro- 
paganda machines were able to 
do in two years, They have dis- 
graced the union in the eyes ‘of 
the labor movement and the pub- 
lic at large, and all but crippled 
its magnificent fighting power. 
The Detroit capitalist press has 
en having a Roman, holiday, its 
line writers competing with 
another for the most comica? 
cription of a very tragic situ- 
ation. : 

Compromise Abandoned 

About ten days ago a compro- 
mise was reached for a joint con- 
vention. Now that compromise is 
ancient history, with two conven- 
tions planned, one by the Board 
in Cleveland, a supposed Com- 
munist party stronghold, on 
March 20, and another by Martin 
in Detroit, where he believes he 
has an edge on his opponents, on 
March 1. 

Meanwhile the contending 
groups have been mobilizing their 
forces at a feverish pace and the 
last two weeks have witnessed a 
spectacle of shameful activity un- 
paralleld in the annals of the ta- 
bor movement, 

The Board majority fired ten 
Martin supporters, among them a 
few Laovestoneites (the bely- 
crawling of this miserable clique 
has surpassed all records for cal- 
loused abdomens). 


Martin countered by suspending 
15 out of 24 Board members. The 
Board impeached Martin and ap- 
pointed R. J. Thomas, president. 

Both groups speedily dispatched 
their strong-arm squads, armed 
with ball bats, to take over the 
records at the Griswold Building, 
International office of the union, 
and then to the printshop to cap- 
ture the union newspaper. 

The funds of the Internationa} 
Union are tied up because checks 
must be signed jointly by George 
Addes, Board Secretary-Treasurer 
and Homer Martin, opposition 
president. 

The whole business has now 
been taken into the courts. 

Last night the strong-arm 
squads invaded a meeting ef. Ply- 
mouth Local 61 and broke it up 
by staging a battle royal which. 
was ended when some 300 cops 
cleared the hall with nightsticks, 
Most of the workers present took 
no part in the conflict. 

Passing the Buch 

Charges are flying thick and 
fast, the capitalist press running 
columns of statements and coun- 
ter-statements. Each side is seek- 
ing to throw responsibility on the 
other for rotten stewardship in 
the past year-and-a-half, 

In this way they hope to capi- 
talize on the rank and file’s 
mounting indignation at leaders 
who abused the democratic rights 
of the membership, bent a humble 
knee to the corporations, failed at 
the job of organizing Ford's and 
the competitive parts plants, and 
wasted the treasury of the union 

Though the Stalinists bear 

chief responsibility for the de- 

bacle, Martin cannot escape his 
share, 

The major accusation and the 
chief scandal of the present fight 


(Continued on Pagé-2j: 
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Intervention of Workers Needed To Save Auto Union 


Stalinists Move To Smash United Auto 
Workers; Martin Made It Possible 


(Continued from Page 1) 


is the Ford drive. Martin charges 
the Stalinist-dominated Executive 
Board with squandering tens of 
thousands of dollars in a drive 
that produced little or no results. 
The charge is true, The drive was 
characterized mainly by the in- 
<sompetence, ineptness and total 
lack of program. 

But the Director of the Ford 
drive was Martin’s chief hench- 
man, then Assistant President of 
the U.A.W.—Richard T. Franken- 
steen. 

Frankensteen, though appointed 
to this post by Martin, after the 
August, 1937 Milwaukee conven- 
tion, and remaining director for 
over rix months, fell out with 
Martin and was gobbled up by 
the Stalinist caucus. Opportuni- 
tles for the organization of, the 
Ford workers were simply squan- 
dered, 

“Conspiracy with Ford” 

Bow the Board turns around 
and hurls at Martin the accusa- , 
tion of “conspiracy with the Ford | 
Mctor Co, through its agents, 
Harry Bennett and John Gilles- 
pie... .” The entire course of the 
negotiations between Martin and 
Bennett is still obscure, for they 
have been conducted behind a 
brick wall of secrecy. 

Then Ford’s company union, 
the Liberty Legion, is dissolved at 
the hottest point of the faction 
fight, giving the unavoidable im- 
pression assiduously fostered by 
the Stalinists that Henry Ford | 
was consciously throwing his 
weight behind the Martin forces 
in the union struggle. Bennett! 
publishes a statement correcting | 
fhe Liberty Legion attorney Cul- 
ver: it was not he (Culver) who 
suggested dissolving the Legion 
hut Martin. 

Stalinists For Ford Deal 

Yet only a few days earlier, on 
January 19, with the stink not 
quite so strong, but stil] pretty 
bad, the Stalinized Board had put 
its seal of approval on Martin's 
negotiations with the Ford Motor 
Co. What they are really com- 
plaining about is not the charac- 
‘ter and content of the negotia- 
tons but the person who is doing 
the negotlating. 

Then comes the charge t 
Martin worked in “collusion 
representatives of the emp 
. + + concealing the negotia 
to the great detriment of the 
membership. .. ." 


Stalinist “Democracy” 

What hypocrisy it is for the ©x- 
ecutive Board to be the accuser! 
Did not Hall and Mortimer sign 
a supplementary agreement with 
General Motors in the Spring of 
1937 without consulting the G.M. 
workers? 

Did not the entire Executive 
Board, every last man, sign the 
letter” to General Motors giving 
the corporation power to discip- 
Hne union militants? 

And didn’t they unanimously 
send it to G.M. a second time aft- 
er it had been unanimously re- 
jected by a conference of G.M. 
workers? 

R. J. Thomas’ first statement 
on assuming the Board presiden- 
cy was, not that they were going 
to fight the corporations for bet- 
ter conditions, but that their pol- 
icy “will be that of responsible 
union organization.” Martin makes 
those statements every day, and 
twice on Sunday, 

Martin accuses the Board of in- 
viting a C.L.O. dictatorship. The 
Board answers with the charge 
that Martin deprives local unions 
of their autonomy. 

The entire Board with probably 
one exception voted for Martin's 
proposal to ban al] autonomous 
local union newspapers about fif- 
feen months ago. Martin's former 
colleagues, Pieper, Madden, et al., 
of the Board majority, were part 
of the Board dictatorships over 
the Flint, Pontiac and other U.A.- 
W, locals. 

These are the main points of 
controversy. The other charges, | 


15 CONVICTED IN “LUBIN CASE” 


NEW YORK—Fifteen young 
sisnemployed workers were con- 
wicted of disorderly conduct this 
week in Brooklyn Magistrates 
Court becaupe they demanded 
that Willy Lubin, a starving and 
homeless youth, be allowed to ask 
for home relief. Bentence will be 
set on Feb. 3. 

All fifteen were arrested last 
September when an unemployed 
union delegation went Into the 
Williamsburg home relief bureau 
with Lubin and asked that the 
bureau officials listen to Lubin's 
story. For months before, Lubin 
had been given the run-around by 
bureau officials who refused to 
listen to his case. 

The relief officials replied to 
the union delegation by calling 
-the cops who in turn slugged the 
«memployed and threw them in 
jail 

In Magistrates Court the judge 
hoki the trial In his private cham- 


‘about wasting the unlon’s money 
by interminable Board meetings, 
exorbitant expense accounts, and 
inefficient, useless organizers 
| (somebody's friend), are actually 
charges against the leadership as 
a whole. 
How Save the Union 

The main question now is: 

what shall be done to save the 
union which is being pushed 
headiong into a split? 

The plain sentiment of the ma- 
jority of the U.A.W. members is a 
growing disgust with the present 
fight, Everywhere you hear the 
expression “a plague on both their 
houses." It would be fatal if this 
sentiment crystallized, as it well 
may, into simple anti-unionism, 

The rank and file has Its own 
fight to fight, And that fight is 
against the corporations. 

The tens of thousands of unem- 
ployed auto workers facing a 
permanent layoff are not interest- 
ed in fighting to preserve the job 
of this or that Board member. 
They want to fight to return to 
their jobs with General Motors, 
Chrysler, Ford, or other parts 
plants, 

The 20,000 W.P.A. workers in 
Detroit facing dismissal and star- 
vation are interested In a differ- 
ent kind of fight than the one be- 
tween the Board and Martin. 
They want action against the 
companies, not fratricidal war- 
ware between union men, 

Revolt Against C.P. 

The revolt aginst the Stalinist 
clique is already appearing and 
gathering strength and scope. The 
uprising against Stalinist leader- 
ship in the Plymouth local, for- 
merly solid behind the Lamotte 
leadership, Is a significant straw 
in the wind. Unfortunately, much 
of this opposition has been misdi- 
rected by reactionaries and red- 
baiters. Pat McCartney, a witness 
before the Dies Committee again- 
st the “Reds,” seized the helm of 
this Insurgent movement at Ply- 
mouth. 

The Martin caucus is allowing 
red-baiting to be used as one of 
its weapons. Its program talks 
about “American Unionism,” It is 
against “communism and all oth- 
er isms." In ylelding to this hys- 
ria, it is not fighting progres- 
ely the wrecking activities of 
Communist party, but follow- 
ng in the footsteps of Bill Green 
and John Frey. 

The bureaucratic rule-or-ruin 
policies of the Stalinists are di- 
rectly responsible for this red- 
scare and the support it is get- 
ting, Up to now the-workers have 
mistakenly identified the yollow 
Communist party with radicalism 
and militant unionism. The result 
is that the Communist party has 
discredited the name of radical- 
ism in the eyes of thousands, It 
has conducted its own red scares 
—and is still carrying them on— 
branding every worker who dis- 
agrees with them a “Trotskyist” 
or a “fascist” or both. 

The ezolutions offered by the 
contending factions will lead only 
to a calamity for the union. The 
calling of two conventions must 
not put the touch of finality on 
the present split. It would carry 
the war from the Executive 
Board Into the locals and then 
into the plants. Then the corpo- 
rations will clean up on both 
sides- 

The rank and file must act at 
once if the union is to be saved 
from the wreckers and the 
wreckage. While preparing its 
forces for the Detroit convention 
and rejecting the Stalinist stooge 
gathering in Cleveland, it must 
act independently, and not as a 
mere servant of Martin. It must 
constitute itself as an indepen- 
dent force that favors one con- 
vention and one union. It must 
stand four-square on a program 
of fighting for the interests of the 
workers, employed and unem- 
ployed, against the corporations. 
Only such a movement can bring 
order and militancy out of chaos 


bers lest people hear in open 
court that the unemployed were 
jailed for asking for relief. 


Several weeks ago Lubin, Ben 
Herman, and Enrico Torlone, 
three of those convicted of disor- 
derly conduct, were convicted of 
assault charges resulting from the 
same incident, They have been 
sentenced to three years in pris- 
on, and are now out on parole, 


HONOR THEIR 
MEMORY! 
Lenin, Liebknecht 


Luxemburg 
Rally Against Boss War! 
Songs, induction of new mem- 
bers, dramatic presentation. 
Speaker: NATHAN GOULD 
FRI. JAN. 27—3:00 P.M. 


TER MANOR 
llth nr, 4th Ave. 
Adm. lic 


Auspices: Y.P.8.L. 
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and reaction, 
Watch the Phoneys! 

Above all, the workers must 

not be misled by false messiahs. 
Already Walter Reuther is ru- 
mored to be talking about some 
‘kind of “third group.” But this 
“third group” can only be His 
Majesty's Loyal Opposition, cre- 
ated to divert resentment against 
both groups and gain new pres- 
tige for himself. Just another 
edition. of the “peace group” that 
Reuther founded in the last epi- 
sode of the faction fight, and 
which soon disappeared into the 
Stalinist caucus, 

Thero is little time left, but 
there is time enough to save 
the union. Bold aggressive ac- 
tion, based on a fighting pro- 
gram and an independent ten- 
dency is the only hope for the 
salvation of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers. 


MICH. TEAMSTERS 
BATTLING COURTS, 
COPS AND SCABS 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that time, in jotkeying to make 
their position look plausible, the 
skates have dissolved Local 5i, 
and presented “Local 38" as the 
contestant in court. 


Militant Struggle 


In this battle Detroit Is witness- 
ing a demonstration of labor mili- 
tancy reminiscent of the great 
sit-down wave in early 1937. Most 
of the breweries, which include 
Stroh, Pfeiffer, Tivoli, Schmidt, 
Detroit and Ekhardt & Becker, 
have even given up the idea of 
running their trucks, Few if any 
of the trucks get through the 
picket lines without falling on 
their backs, dropping a door off 
their hinges, a window going to 
pleces, or a scab acquiring an ed- 
ucation in unionism, Cruising cars 
enlighten those who manage to 
run the gauntlet of pickets. 

One such truck, protected by 
police scout cars, was followed by 
union cruising cars on its tour of 
ingbeer deliveries. The scab would 
enter a store or a beer garden to 
make a delivery, followed by the 
cops and the union men, The un- 
ion men would remonstrate loud- 
ly with the proprietor not to deal 
with the scab. The proprietor | 
would refuse to take the beer. } 
The scab would get back In his 
truck, the cops in their scout cars, 
and the union men following | 
closely behind, This happened sev- 
eral times until the fink gave it 
up as a bad job, No hits, no runs, 
no errors. 


Police have been usually vi- 
cious, swinging their nightsticks 
freely and making dozens of ar- 
rests. Police Superintendent 
Frahm, who put the cops on 12- 
hour emergency duty for the 
duration of the strike, made a 
typically “impartial” statement, 
telling the police not to take sides 
but “merely to assist the brewer- 
ies in moving their material.” 


Mayor, Governor Bluster 


Despite the viclousness of the 
coppers, the militancy and effec- 
tiveness of the tie-up has this 
open-shop city officialdom at its 
wits end. Even Mayor Reading, 
who blusters his dislike of unions 
and strikes, was forced to back 
down in the public press, from 
some wild-eyed threats he made a 
few days ago. 


The threat of a general strike 
sent Governor Fitzgerald scurry- 
ing down from Lansing, His in- 
troduction to Detroit unionists 
was backed by the threat of Or- 
rin De Mass, Chairman of the 
State Liquor Commission to re- 
yoke special licenses required by 
law for beer drivers. De Mass 
threatened: “Behave or you will 
never again drive a beer truck in 
the state.” 


This blustering and threatening 
is being met by cool-headed pre- 
parations on the part of the team- 
sters union for any eventuality. 
J, M. O’Laughlin, Chairman of the 
Michigan Teamsters Council, fol- 
lowing a meeting of teamsters 
stewards, announced a general 
strike if the issue was not set- 
tled rapidly. A.F. of L. engineers 
in breweries are discussing plans 
to walk out if a general strike is 
called. Waiters, waitresses and 
bartenders will refuse to serve 
the scab beer. The teamsters un- 
fon has also appealed for support 
to U.A.W. members, whom they 
have rendered valuable assistance 
in the past. 


OMAHA STRIKERS 
STAND FIRM AS 


BOSSES WEAKEN 


Strike Going Strong 
After Nineteen 
Weeks 


OMAHA, Nebr.—When an irre- 
sistible union meets an “immov- 
able" boss group, then either the 
boss group moves, or goes broke. 

That's the way the cards lay on 
the table in the epic twenty*week 
battle between the Omaha Gen- 
eral Drivers Union 554 (irresis- 
ible!) and the Omaha Business 
Men's Association. 

Union Stands Solid 

Nebraska's Jlabor-hating boss 
tradition received a hammer-blow 
on January 19th when Omaha 
was treated to the spectacle of 
an entire union, meeting in ses- 
sion with the Area Negotiating 
Committee after nineteen weeks 
of every kind of strike-breaking 
tactics known to Nebraska, 
standing as solid as a rock for 
its original demands without a 
dissenting vote. 

In fact, Area Negotiating Com- 
mittee Secretary Farrell Dobbs 
argued for an hour and ten min- 
utes with the militant strikers to 
get acceptance of a concession on 
“peddling time” to Kansas, which 
will aid in the organization of 
drivers’ unions in the South-west. 

Majority of Bosses Sign Up 

At the present time, the non- 
union boss operators must face 
the fact that they no longer rep“ 
resent a majority of their own 
industry. The truth is that with- 
in the Omaha region, trucking 
employers representing 68 per 
cent of the over-the-road motor 
freight industry have signed up 
and are now operating in Omaha! 

The Big Money behind these 
obstinate boss hold-outs now is 


forced to understand the ridicu- ' 
lousness of any further claims to forced to meet the demands of: 


represent the interests of truck- 
ing in Omaha, 
Inspires Labor Movement 

The significance of this strike 
would be difficult to overestimate, 
It opens up another inland em- 
pire to the entering wedge of 
militant union organization, That 
this significance is realized by 
unions throughout the entire 
eleven-state area is proved by the 
eash-on-the-line contributions as 
well as fraternal greetings to the 
besieged strikers which are pour- 
ing in. 

Locally, a covert but growing | 
atmosphere of resurgent hope 
now permeates the entire labor 
movement of this boss plague- 
spot of the Middle West. Men 
who have been beaten down for 
years by a tradition of strike 
smashing not exceeded anywhere 
in this country, now look with 
hopeful eyes at the amazing im- 
pact of the militant drivers upon 
this "impregnable" scab center of 
Nebraska. 

Evidence is accumulating to 
show that even the big banks of 
Omaha are getting jittery about 
the financial losses which are eat- 
ing into the credit of their in- 
vestors. 

Strike Paper Hits Hard 

One of the hard-hitting instru- 
ments In the loss of good will to 
the hostile banks as well as the 
bosses, is the strike paper. The 
weekly strike extra has gone 
through five weekly issues to the 
tune of a 50,000 distribution; it 
sells itself at a nickle a copy in 
the immediate locality. 


At the annual election of the 
Omaha Central Labor Union held 
on Briday, July 20, Malcolm Love 
of the Drivers Local 554 execu- 
tive board was elected to the 
C.L.U. Executive Committee un- 
der the post of Sergeant-at-arms. 
The C.L.U. is unequivocably on 
record in support of the militant 
drivers. - 

Will Last Until Won 


Almost for the first week since 
the strike began on September 9, 
there were no arrests this week. 
Practically every member of the 
union has been arrested or threat- 
ened with arrest since September. 
To quote Farrell Dobbs In the 
speech which gave the facts of 
the strike to the Centra] Labor 
Union of Omaha, “the strikers 
almost met themselves coming 
back into jail while they were on 
their way out.” 

This is the status of the Omaha 
strike on the eve of a new ses- 
sion of negotiations between the 
Omaha bosses and the Area Ne- 
gotiating Committee. Whether 
the victory comes this week, or 
after nineteen more, this tradi- 
tion-smashing strike of Omaha 
Drivers Union 554 will go on 
until it is won. 


John Dewey Labor Research Fund 


Benefit Performance 


“WHAT A LIFE!" 


“Everyone interested in education should see this play.”—John Dewey 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1939 


Tickets $3.30. 
JOHN DEWEY 


SESE Rio 


22 E. 17th 8t, N. Y. 
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JAMES TOUR CONTINUES ` 
WITH STRIKING SUCCESS 


BOSTON, Mass. — Ç. L., R. 
James addressed four meetings in 
Massachusetts last week. His 
lectures at Roxbury, Lynn and 
Harvard University, evoked the 
comment: “Now we understand 
as never before the basis of the 
war crisis and the role of the 
British Empire.” 

Speaking for the Barbados Un- 
ion in Boston, James reviewed 
the high points in the Negro 
| struggle for liberation during the 
‘past 150 years. From beginning 
to end, he held the rapt attention 
of the audience. Editors of the 
“Boston Chronicle" and the “Bos- 
ton Guardian,” who helped pro- 
mote the meeting, were in the 
audience. 


Reports of James meetings 
have also come to the Socialist 
Appeal from Youngstown, Ohio, 
and Rochester, New York. The 
| correspondents in both cases re- 
port successes previously unex- 
perienced in their cities. Invari- 
ably, they, add the hope that 
James will again lecture for them. 


TEXTILE WORKERS 
WIN CONCESSIONS 


T.W.O.C. Hits Fake 
Union at Peabody 
Bleachery 


(Special to Socialist Appeal) 
PEABODY, Mass.—Local 74, af- 
fillated with the Textile Workers 
Organizing Committee, C.L.O., last 
week scored a decisive victory at 
the Danvers Bleachery, employ- 
ing 1,000 workers. 


PAINTERS REJECT; APPEAL ARMY 


WEINSTOCK PLAN 
ON MAINTENANCE 


See Blow to Union 
in Union Chief's 
Proposition 


NEW YORK—Last week mark- 
ed another smashing defeat for 
the Stalinist machine in control 
of District Council No. 9 of the 
Painters Brotherhood. By a vote 
of 2102 against 1489, the member- 
ship voted down the proposaj of 
the administration for the estab- 
lishment of a “maintenance de- 
partment” at lower scales of pay 
and with no limit to hours. 

Following the defeat of the 
Stalinist-sponsored $5 tax several 
months ago, this action indicates 
thet the Weinstock machine is 
definitely on the downgrade. 

Organization of the unorgan- 
ized is an objective that every 
progressive naturally favors. But 
the Stalinist plan called for as 
| much as a 48 hour week and as 
little as a $20 rate of pay, as 
against the 35 hour week at $52- 
50 called for by the present con- 
tract. Undoubtedly, in order to or- 
ganize unorganized painters, con- 
cessions to make organization 
possible and a special] organiza- 
tion structure would have to be 
established, But the Stalinists’ 
plan would have brought results 
disastrous for the already organ- 
ized painters. What attraction 
would unionization then have for 
the unorganized maintenance 
men? 

Ignored Union Needs 

Weinstock and his clique, op- 
position leaders contended, were 


| 


After a three-day strike, which | interested mainly in getting a 


began as a protest against the 


new base for their rule-or-ruin 


discriminatory discharge of _ 35} pollcy by an influx of new mem- 


T.W.O.C, militants in violation of 


existing seniority rights, and, 
which succeeded in closing down 
the plant, the 


the union. 

Working with T.W.O.C. feld 
organizers, a mass picket line 
was organized by the North 
Shore Industrial Council, a dele- 
gate body of 14 local C.I.O. un- 
ions. The alertness and solidarity 
of the line smashed a back-to- 
work movement headed by Ferdi- 
nand (Bosses’ stooge) Levesque, 
leader of a company union which 
had been bucking bona-fide union- 
the plant for some time. 
Majority Signs Up 

Before the strike, Albert A. 
Tanguay, President and Business 
Agent of Local 74, had signed up 
200 workers, despite Levesque and 
his followers, At the conclusion 
of the strike, Tanguay announced 
that a solid majority of the 
Bleachery workers had signed 
T.W.O.C, cards. 

The bosses were forced to sign 
the following memorandum: 

1. Immediate re-employment 
of 35 men who had been fired. 

2. Restoration of all seniority ' 
rights; 

3. Recognition of T.W.O.C, 


Local 74 as sole bargaining 
agent until labor board elec- 
tions. 


Crucial Period Ahead 
Despite the disheartening expe- 
riences of the Bleachery workers 
when Gorman headed an A. F.L, 
union in this area, the unity of 
action in this strike provides a 
fertile ground for reconstructing 

a new fighting textile unlon. 
Local 74 faces a crucial period 
of activity. It must dellver a 
crushing defeat to Levesque’s out- 
fit In the labor board elections. 
With a strong contract embody- 
ing the restoration of a 10% wage 
cut, seniority, and other demands 
as a further goal, and with an 
extensive educational program 


for the Bleachery workers, Local 
74 will become a strongly en- 
trenched unit of the T.W.O.C. 


SOMETHING NEW FOR 
APPEAL AGENTS! 
Newsboy Aprons! 

Made from tough, brown canvas! 
Neatly lettered, heavily stitched, 
pouch for holding change, section 
for holding papers comfortably. 
ORDER NOW! 


ONLY 50 cents! 


bers into the union. To obtain 
such an influx, they rigged up 


| this maintenance scheme without 
company was any regard as to how it would | 


affect union conditions. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the present agreement 
of the union, establishing the 35 
hour week and the $10.50 day aft- 
er years of struggle, includes a 
clause to the effect that: 

“No more favorable condi- 
tions shall be granted to other 
employers than are provided for 
ln this trade agreement.” 

By establishing a “maintenance 
department" with agreements 
calling for lower conditions of 

work, the Stalinist-Weinstock ad- 
ministration of the union would 
have left the door open for im-| 
mediate reductions in wages and | 
increases in hours by the Master | 
Painters Association, on the 
charge of a violation of contract. | 
Opposition leaders, organized into | 
the Inter-Local Conference of 
Progressive Groups, warned! 
against this danger, Instead of | 
explaining to the membership 
how they would get around this 
clause, the Stalinists merely re- 
plied with slanders. 
Concealed from Members 

To make matters worse, Wein- 
stock concealed from the mem- 
bership the fact that the Painters 
Association had warned the un- 
ion by letter that they would 
“reserve the right to employ 
members of the Brotherhood on 
the same basis as provided in 
the maintenance plan, If and 
when District Council 9 ap- 
proves this pian.” 

Three meetings of the Council 
were held after receipt of this 
letter on January 10. Not once 
did Weinstock or the other Stal- 
inist stooges breathe a word 
about this impending threat to 
union conditions. They went 
about their business of campaign- 
ing for the “maintenance plan” 
with a cold-blooded disregard of 
the consequences for the rank 
and file which elected them. 

Only after opposition leaders 
had ferreted out the contents of 
tho letter was Weinstock forced 
to admit receiving it, 

Membership Acts 

The indignation of the member- 
ship was expressed in the vote on 
the referendum, Eight out of the 
eleven locals affiliated with the 
council voted down the plan out- 
right. 

2102 out of 3591 painters voted 
against the Stalinist “mainten- 
ance" plan, nearly two-thirds of 
the painters voting! Such a de- 
feat must be well deserved, Now, 
it is up to the progressives to 
cinch up on the obvious rebellion 
of the membership with a clear- 
cut, militant and positive program 
of action, that will turn the paint- 
ers disgust with the Stalinists in- 
to trust in their own future. 


SPANISH FIESTA 
Spanish Folk Sengs and 
Dances, Genuine Artistas! Re 
freshments! Hot Tamales! 
Music and Dancing. An: extra- 
ordinary, exotic and exciting 


evening is promised! PLACE: 
Upper West Side Branch 
Headquarters, 916 9th Ave. 
(Cor. 538th St.). TIME: Satur- 
day, January 28th. BENEFIT: 
Latin-American Clase War 
Prisoners. Adm. 30 cents, 


FLINT LEADS BRANCHES 
AT WORK: 

“Now that we have started a 
branch here with some active 
people besides ourselves, we can 
start selling the Appeal each 
week. Will you please increase 
our bundle order from 10 Appeals 
to 50 per week—or as often as 
it will be published? Also send 
us 100 more copies of this week's 
Appeal to sell at the James meet- 
ing.’"—Genora. Johnson of the 
Flint, Michigan branch. This 
makes the second Increase in two 
weeks from this newly-formed 
branch! 


* . . 


“We are covering all meetings 
and forums now, though our to- 
tal sale in this method so far 
has only increased slightly. We 
expect to sell more tonight. As 
this is our first attempt in this 
direction, we feel we are doing 
well."—M, Gandelman, literature- 
director of New Haven. 

. . * 

“We are having a neighborhood 
sale this week which is the rea- 
son for the large bundle-order. 
Hope to be able to send you the 
results in a few days (cash!). 
We are also running an affair 
to pay off some of the back liter- 
ature bills."—Carl Hartman, lit- 
erature-agent of Philadelphia, 

s . kd 
TIME TO SEND IN EXTRA 
ORDERS: 

The 2a-Week Fund Drive will 
close officially in another week. 
Then the time will be at hand 
for actually launching the semi- 
weekly Appeal with its host of 
new and fascinating features. In 
other words, it's high time for 
the branches to send in their in- 
creased bundle-orders! Many have 
done so already. 

By now each and every branch 
should have made full prepara- 
tions for distribution. We are 
printing Karl BShier's excellent 
and valuable article this week 
containing good, solid advice on 
how to organize a professional 
salesmen's squad. 

In New York City the building 
of a local circulation department, 
under the complete charge of Abe 
Miller who intends to make it a 
full time job shortly, and the 
recruiting of people to serve as 
salesmen is proceeding rapidly. 
Party mobilization for mass sales 
on the streets could, however, be 
a lot more successful. 

e ë 


SECOND NEWSSTAND 
POSTER NOW OUT: 

This week we are mailing out 
to branches the second in our 
series of posters for newsstands. 
This poster, produced by the Ap- 
peal Poster Shop which is under 
the capable direction of Com- 
rades Abe Marcus and V, R. is— 
to put it mildly—a knockout! 
Knowing how tempted many com- 
rades will be to hang it up on 
their wall at home we hasten to 


advise them that it’s intended : 


newsstands only! | 


The Appeal Poster Shop is al- 
ways at your service for mass 
production of posters, emblems, 
streamers, etc. Write to the 
manager of the Appeal for full 
information. Be sure to describe 
in detail what you want pro- 
duced, 


ON BUNDLE ORDER 
PAYMENTS: 


Because of the fact that some 
branches have permitted the cam- 
paign for the 2-a-Week Fund to 
interfere with their regular pay- 
ments to the Appeal we've run 
into some difficulty these past 
few weeks. 

Each branch now has its 
monthly financial statement in Its 
hands. We must have prompt 
response to this! Don't permit 
yourself to fall behind on those 
regular payments. On the com- 
trary, every branch should aim 
at starting off the 2-a~Week paper 
on a clean footing, with nothing 
owing to the Appeal 

. . e 
SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE FOR 
1,000 NEW SUBSCRIBERS: 

Next week we shall publish 
quota lists, prizes, eto, on the 
1,000 new subscirbers campaign 
that opens up on February Ist. 

Has your branch prepared for 
this campaign by following the 
instructions lald out in Appeal 
Army Bulletin No, 2? It’s a cinch 
that in 60 days we can get 1,000 
new readers to the Appeal! 

Here’s the list of subs that 
came in last week. From al) in- 
dications, this coming week Is 
going to be a good one too. In- 
cidently, Sol Thomas of Phils- 
delphia has been doing fine work 
on his own hook by going out 
and getting a few batches of 
subs during the past few weeks: 


NEW YORK CITY........ u. 
Massachusetts ............ 6 
Bt Paul seen sendwcies atas Š 
Maplewood, Mo............ 5 
Ghicago. 2208 ise ginan B 
TORMA toea iia RA 3 
California sia. csccssweeeses 3 
PT EVIE TOTT 2 
Cleveland .......ssseceees 2 
North Dakota ............ z 
Nebraska -.....0....-0-0005 2 
Pennsylvania ..........005 1 
Total scp dsvoncccnceuavay ay 


IMPORTANT REMINDERS; 


(1) Order your Appeal newsboy 
aprons now. We promise that 
you'll like them—they're comfort- 
able, keep both hands free, pre- 
vent your clothes from getting 
dirty—and damn attractive, too! 

(2) Bound volumes—1937 and 
1938. Both now ready for Imme- 
diate shipment. Don’t forget 
we're offering handsome commis- 
sions on sales of three (3) vol- 
umes or more. 

(3) Send in payments on your 
Appeal account—NOW! 

(4) The 2-a-Week paper is al- 
most here. Increase your branch 
bundle-order—also NOW- 


Let’s Have “Appeal Minute 
Men” Says Chicago Agent 


By KARL SHIER 
Chicago Literature Agent 
The Chicago section of the So- 
cialist Workers Party, and the 
Young People’s Socialist League 
hails with revolutionary enthusi- 
asm the twice-weekly Soclalist 

Appeal. 

The practical tasks of distrib- 
uting the semi-weekly Appeal in 
Chicago will be taken up at a 
special joint S.W.P.-Y.P.S,L. mem- 
bership meeting in January. 

Some of the tasks before the 
$$ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW YORK 


FOR SOME RARE entertain- 
ment, come to the VALEN- 
TINE PARTY, Sunday, Febru- 
ary 12, Irving Plaza, Irving Pl. 
and 15th St. An all-amateur 
program, with FELIX MOR- 
ROW as a Singing Waiter, and 
other features. If you have any 
talent you want to display get 
in touch with your branch so- 
cial committee representative. 
Subscription 49c, Get your tick- 
ets at your branch meeting. 
Bring All Your Friends. Aus- 
pices: Local New York. 


Old-Fashioned Housewarming 
VISIT THE NEW “proletarian” 
headquarters of the Lower 
East Side. Swing music over 
our sound system! Puppet 
oe: fap set wag Sganre 

ances! turday, February 
1939, at 8:30 P. ' Admission— 
20c. Lower East Side Branch, 


PHILADELPHIA 


LENIN, LIEBKNECHT, Luxem- 
burg Memorial Meeting. Fri- 
day, February 3rd at Brith 
Ac Hall, Lith & Spruce Sts. 

8:350 P.M. Nationally Known 

Speakers. Showing of Film: 

8.5. POTEMKIN., 


University Luncheonette 
100A UNIVERSITY PLACE 
near 12th St.—right near headquarters 


Best Food at Best Prices 

Special 250 Lunch! | 
Soup, any 10c Sandwich, Coffee, 
Tea or Milk with Cake or Pie. 


Chicago organization in adjusting 
themselyes to efficiently distrib- 
ute the semi-weekly are: 

First, the organization must es- 
tablish a group of activists who 
will be known as the Appeal 
Minute Men, Their tasks will be 
to come to the center when the 
Appeal arrives, to cover the 
newsstands in the loop, West, 
South and North sides of the 
city, to cover the Garment Center 
(Market Street) at noon, and to 
be ready on a day's notice for 
covering big meetings, forums, 
trade union mass meetings, etc. 


The Appeal Minute Men will 
be an honorary society, only real 
activists will be allowed to par- 
ticipate. The Minute Men will 
megt every two weeks to discuss 
ways and means for increasigg 
the circulation in Chicago. 


The branches and units will 
have the following tasks: cover- 
ing the neighborhood with street 
sales, trade unions, etc, and 
checking the sub list for expired 
subs. 

The sub drive In Chicago will 
begin February 10th. The cam- 
paign will get off to a head-start 
with the lectures of C. L. R, 
James in Chicago. Every mass 
meeting in Chicago wilt be given 
over to a short speech about the 
Appeal and a plea for subscrip- 
tions. 

Our comrades will be constant- 
ly reminded that the revolutionary 
press lives on its bundle order, 
and on its subscriptions, If the 
national subscription drive gives 
Chicago the quota of obtaining 
500 new subscribers the Chicago 
membership must go out and get 
500 new readers. To just sit back 
and say it’s swell to have a twice- 
weeky will not work, Every com- 
| rade must go out the day the 
| twice-weeky appears with the 
perspective of gaining five new 
| readers for our press. 

FORWARD TO A DAILY 80- 
CIALIST APPEAL! 
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LaGuardia Chisels 


On Hous 


ing Funds 


Little Flower Talks Big But Curries Favor of 
Landlords by Whittling Down 
Proposed Expenditures 


By GRACE SAUNDERS 


NEW YORK—Mayor LaGuar- 
dia, he of White House hopes, 
has given another striking €x- 
ample of the system by which he 
expects to realize his political 
ambitions. Its simplicity recom- 
mends it, plus the fact that it 
has worked many times in the 
past. Briefly, it is: talk liberal 
and humanitarian; act conserva- 
tive amd reactionary, The work- 
ers and the unemployed, who rep- 
resent a sizeable bloc of votes, 
will (he hopes) be taken in by 
his words; the moneyed inter- 
ests, whom an astute politician 
must also consider, will judge 
him not so much by what he 
says, but by what he does. 

in a speech last Saturday, 
dripping with compassion, the 
Little Flower told 1,200 W.P.A. 
workers what a fine job they 
had done in New York City un- 
der most difficult conditions, 
and warned Congress of the dire 
consequences to the health and 
“spirit” of the unemployed if the 
representatives and senators per- 
sisted in cutting $150,000,000 from 
the already inadequate extra 
W.P.A. appropriation requested 
by President Roosevelt. Pleas 
such as these are expedient, 
cheap, and safe, for the question 
of W.P.A. funds is something on 
which Congress, and not the 
mayor, has to act. 

Mayor Whittles Housing Fund 

When we consider the housing 
problem, on which definite action 
js demanded of the mayor and 
his henchmen, we get another 
picturo of the would-be humani- 
tarian, 

Only five days before his 
W.P.A. speech, and immediately 
upon his return to New York 
from Washington where he Hke- 
wise urged larger W.P.A. appro- 
priations on Congress, LaGuardia 
said that two bills embodying the 
provisions of his Committee on 
Housing Legislation were being 
sent to the State Legislature. 

The bills ask for $120,000,000 
for housing for all of New York 
State, of which $100,600,000 would 
be allocated to New York City. 
But a full 10 per cent of this 
amount would be set aside for 
parks and recreational features, 
leaving only $90,000,000 to be 
spent on housing. 

The voters of New York State 
last November overwhelmingly 


endorsed an appropriation of 
$300,000,000 for re-housing. Even 
the use of this entire amount 
would not begin to solve the tre- 
mendous housing problem of the 
city and state. Why, in his bills, 
does the mayor whittle down this 
sum to only a little over a third of 
the total the voters advocated? 
Perhaps he is unaware that filthy, 
crowded tenements are just as in- 
jurious to the health and morale 
of slum-dwellers as is reduced in- 
come, 

Curries Favor with Landlords 

But chiselling on the amount of 
the appropriation requested is not 
the only way in which the peo- 
ple's friend hopes to curry favor 
with the landlords and banks. 

The mayor's bills likewise pro- 
vide that cities be permitted to 
make rehabilitation loans to mul- 
tiple-dwelling owners (a helping 
hand to the struggling slum-land- 
lords!), and that limited dividend 
companies which engage in erect- 
ing semi-low rent buildings are to 
be aided by tax exemption. 

Chiselling down the housing ap- 
propriation, aid to landlords, as- 
sistance to prospective landlords 
— these provisions are of direct 
benefit not to the slum dwellers, 
but to the slum owners and the 
financial interests which back 
them, 

Workers Need Maximum 

Commenting on the housing 
bills, the liberal New York Post 
ascribes what it terms the 
mayor's “timidity” to his over- 
weaning fear of the Republican 
legislature at Albany. The Post 
may not be taken in by the Little 
Flower’s public lamentations and 
wringing of hands, but it leis on 
that it is, 

But the workers and the ln- 
empyed who are the victims of 
what the mayor does, in contra- 
distinction to what he says, can- 
not afford to let themselves be 
duped. 

The citizens of this state have 
expressed themselves unequivoc- 
ally In favor of the maximum, not 
the minimum, of new housing. 
Mayor LaGuardia, the humanit- 
arian, has no intention of carry- 
ing out this mandate, 

Pressure from workers and un- 
employed alone Is the only means 
by which the mayor and his 
henchmen and the president and 
his co-workers will be made to 
realize that workers, too, judge by 
deeds and not words. 


QUESTIONS 


Why doesn't the Soviet government open its doors to the 


refugees from Fascism? 


Why doesn't Stalin's government invite’ the Jews to settle 
in Biro-Bidjan, the Jewish Autonomous Territory in Soviet 


Siberia? š 


What has happened there since its leaders were executed? 

Why hasn't Stalin uttered a syllable in protest against the 
persecution of the Jews by Hitler? 

Why hasn't the Stalin government taken at least one hun- 


dred children of Jewish refugees 


if England has accepted 2,000? 


Why has the "Socialist Fatherland" refused to give visas 
even to Czechoslovakian and German communists? 

Why don't the American Stalinists, like the Socialist Work- 
ers Party, fight for the admission of political and religious refu- 


gees into this country? 


What is happening inside the Soviet Union and its ruling 


» circles that can explain such thin 


gs? 


Progressives Win 
In Firemen Vote 


SAN FRANCISCO—The pro- 
gressive slate made a clean sweep 
in the annual election of the 
Marine Firemefi’s Union, cleaning 
out the last Stalinist, 

It was a straight contest be- 
tween the Stalinists and the pro- 
gressives who had rallied fifteen 


months ago against Stalinist 
domination of this key union. 
Defeat Stack 


Walter Stack, the one Stalinist 
who had managed to be elected 
last year, due, to a split vote 
among the progressives, was de- 
feated for the post of San Fran- 
cisco patrolman by Joe Golden, 
who polled 1,568 votes against 
1,009. 

V. J. Malone, unopposed for 
re-election as secretary, polled 
2,387. Joo Helke, treasurer, and 
Jimmy Greathouse, Seattle pa- 
trolman, were re-elected by four- 
to-one votes. In every case a pro- 
gressive won by a decisive ma- 
jority. 

Once a plaything of the union 
wreckers, the Marine Firemen 
have rebuilt their union. Here 
is an example for the C.I.O. long- 
shoremen, the furriers, the New 
York painters, and other unions 
wrecked by the disease of Stalin- 
ist Jeadership! 

ARTISTS UNION CONSIDERS 

RESOLUTION ON BEFUGEES 


CHICAGO, Ill.—A_ resolution 
calling for the open door for ref- 


ugees was put on the agenda of 
the Artists Union of Chicago, 
A. F. of L., at its regular mem- 
bership meeting on Dec. 27, by 
membership vote, Introduced by 
a militant union member, the res- 
olution met with a favorable re- 
sponse. Referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee for consideration 
of its form, the resolution has not 
yet been brought back to the 
membership. 


Barcelona Can Be 
A Second Madrid 


(Continued from Page 1) 


tal and Stalinist circles. Writing 
on January 23 from Barcelona, he 
said it was “hoped to keep on 
fighting for some days to come, 
if not longer. The day before, 
Matthews wrote: “Either the 
drive will be halted In the next 
few days or the city will be lost.” 

Since it is absolutely untrue, 
from a military point of view, 
that the fate of Barcelona could 
possibly be settled in a few days, 
Matthews’ dispatches may indi- 
cate that the Negrin government 
plans to abandon Barcelona in- 
stead of making a last-ditch 
stand. 

Tens of thousands of anarchist 
and socialist militiamen were 
slaughtered after they had sur- 
rendered in Gijon and Santander. 
It is to be hoped that this lesson 
will be remembered by the work- 
ers of Barcelona and that, no 
matter what the Negrin govern- 
ment does, the masses organize 
the defense of Barcelona. 


So revolting and complete has been the re- 
versal by the Stalinists of the traditional revolu- 
tionary attitude towards capitalist armaments 
and war, that attention is often concentrated 


upon it to the exclusion of the 


position taken in what was once the opposite 


camp—the social democracy. 


Some former radicals have taken advantage 


of the widespread indignation 


pro-war position of Browder and Co., and cov- 
-ered their retreat to the social-democratic camp 
under ,a barrage -of indignant denunciation 
against the Stalinists. Of that particular brand 
of renegade, there has lately been more than 


one representative. 


The current “New Leader” (Jan. 21), organ 
of the Social Democratic Federation, offers us 
more evidence—if more were needed—that quit- 
ting Stalinism for “democratic” socialism is like 


leaving one recruiting sergeant 
another. 


Under the fitting headine, "U. 
or Join Appeasement,” Mr. William E. Bohn, 
spokesman for the S.D.F. and one of the “New 
Leader’s” feature stars, takes the floor with an 
endorsement of the Roosevelt war program as 
enthusiastic as any you can read in the “Daily 
Let our readers hold their nostrils 


Worker.” 
while we present a few samples 
garbage: 


“Civilization, decency, culture, Hberty are 
at stake. No one should make his decision 


lightly or on the basis of old 
If war is worse than fascism, 
lost, for war we shall probably 


we arm or not. But I don’t belleve anything 


else is as bad as fascism.” 

Maybe not. But nothing could 
ening than the social democracy 
its impotence by not lifting a 


Hitler from coming to power and keeping it to 
this day, and now asks the capitalist class to 
do that job for it. As we recall, Woodrow Wilson 


once forced us 


) the trenches 
job on the 


ft was, 


that war necessarily means 
is pure bunk.” 

it, on the solemn word of 
ohn. And the proof ts given by 
whieh our Democratic Socialist is as 
ome as he will be tomorrow in a be- 


ines uniform, 


hated military uniforms and 


tremes in demanding the return to normal- 


cy.” 


Normalcy; the American Legion mob that 
lynched Wesley Everett in Centralia, Wash. Nor- 
malcy: the breaking-up of socialist meetings and 


headquarters. Normalcy: the sup 


Communist and Communist Labor parties. Nor- 


malcy: the “red raids” and the 


DON’T BE FOOLED BY F.D.R.’S : 
SHAM BATTLE FOR RELIEF 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Is there any possible justifica- 
tion for Roosevelt's orders to cut 
down relief? On the contrary, un- 
employment Is as widespread as 
ever. Even the New York Times 
business index reveals the fright- 
ful situation: it dropped three 
points this week and stands at 
the same level as in June, 1933! 

In June, 1933, Roosevelt sought 
to revive American capitalism by 
“priming the pump.” Four mil- 
lion unemployed were hired un- 
der C.W.A. and W.P.A.; their 
wages were to increase purchas- 
ing power and start industry go- 
ing again. That “spending pro- 
gram" helped the business index 
rise from 90 in June 1933 to 110 
in August, 1937. At no time, how- 
ever, were there less than ten 
million unemployed who were 
not given W.P.A. jobs. 


Now Roosevelt has abandoned 
“pump priming.” He and the rest 
of the “executive committee of 
the capitalist class as a whole” 
—that’s what the government is 
—have launched upon the most 
gigantic armament program ever 
proposed in peacetime America. 
They are pfeparing to revive 
American capitalism by a world 
war for the re-division of the 
world. 


fnd Prussian militarism—and 


. . the minute war [the Civil War and 
B® World War] was over, our men shed the 


SOCIALIST APPEAL 


New Leader Promises Nice War 
if We Are All Good Patriots- 


By MAX SHACHTMAN 


no less vicious 


tions of radicals. Normalcy: the breaking of 
strikes from one end of the country to the 
other. Seargent Bohn’s memory is phenomenal. 
“In Great Britain, the World War marked 
a great advance in democratic controls.” 
Yes, especially for the 743,702 fallen Britons 


(not counting the colonial dead) who were bur- 


at the crudely 


to enlist with lke.” 
Ugh! 


_S. Must Arm 


of Mr. Bohn’s Social 


catch-words, organization. 


then we are 
have whether 


be more sick- 
which showed 
finger to stop 


to do a similar 


ers to sacrifice 


went to ex- 


pression of the stop her, 


mass deporta- mother’s son, 


that reason, Roosevelt has en- 
gineered a sham battle with 
Congress. 

Here is how he did it: 

He issued his figures. The arch- 
reactionary Republicans and 
Democrats, as was to be expect- 
ed, proposed an additional cut of 
150 millions. Had Roosevelt de- 
sired to settle the matter quickly, 
he would have sharply spoken 
out against the cut, he would 
have used the numerous means 
he has to put pressure on the 
Democratic congressmen, he 
would have broadcast a “fire- 
side” speech, Whenever Roose- 
velt really wants something, these 
are his methods. 


Instead, he encouraged the so- 
called economy bloc. As the New 
York Times pointed out on Jan- 
uary 23, “last week New Deal 
; leaders on the Hill said that the 
President was willing to accept 
the cut.” When the House of Rep- 
resentatives, on January 13, pro- 
ceeded to vote, the New Deal 
leaders in the House had an ob- 
vious weapon at hand: a roll call 
on geach restrictive amendment, to 
‘record just who were the Con- 
gressmen who thought so little 
of the votes of workers and un- 
employed. But when Speaker 
Bankhead inquired if any mem- 


A billion dollars less for re- | ber wanted to exercise his right 
lief, a billion dollars more for | and demand a separate roll-call 
armament—that’s the first fruit | on amendments, no New Dealer 
of Roosevelt's war plans. Bul- | demanded a roll-call, and none 


lets instead of bread! 

Had Roosevelt’s proposed ap- 
propriation been adopted by Con- 
gress immediately, It would have 
been plain that he was respon- 


was taken! 
Then, to cap it all, only six 


The leaflet issued by the 


sible for the real cuts. Just for! “United Labor and Citizens Com- 


what sickening, 
Bohn, says an advertisement of the Rand School, 
is to lecture there on “Isms in the American La- 
bor Movement.” We suggest that he specialize 
on the subject: 
War-mongers and How to Practise It.” And we 
suggest further that in view of the approach- 
ing union between the Socialist Party and the 
Democratic Federation, 
Thomas, as a gesture of good will and appease- 
ment of old rancors, nominate Seargent Bohn as 
Director of Anti-War Propaganda of the united 


Associated with him—we continue our free 
suggestions—should be Madame Tony Sender, as 
Director of Anti-War Work Among Women. The 
qualifications of this former socia]-democratic 
Reichstag deputy are revealed in full by one sen- 
tence in her article printed in the same issue of 
the “New Leader,” right next to Bohn’s: 

“Certainly, no mother wants to sacrifice 
her son on the battle-field. But does she pre- 
fer to have him sent to a concentration 
camp? The sooner we stop the march of fas- 
cism, the better this nation is served.” 

Madame Sender gave plenty of proof of her 
ability to stop the march of fascism when Hit- 
ler's gangsters were allowed to walk quietly Into 
power without meeting the slightest semblance 
of resistance from her and her fellow-party lead- 
ers. But lest we appear to doubt her prowess, 
we hasten to add that we are quite sure she will 
prove to be far more energetic in getting moth- 


Roosevelt’s sacred and ever so democratic war 
against fascism. 

She didn't do so well in that war when it 
started in Germany severa] years ago, but then 
she only had about fifteen million workers to 
back her up. Now, she’s guaranteed to do better, 
for with Wall Street by her side nothing can 


Not even the sacrifice of every conscripted 


ied democratically in common war graves and 
who were, consequently, unable to enjoy the spec- 
tacle of such democratic controls as were exer- 
cized in the notorious “Defense of the Realm 
Act,” the murderous suppression of the Irish Re- 
publicans, and the forcible crushing of strikes. 
“War is just like. peace in one respect. In 
both ways of life, the biggest capitalists take 
advantage of the citizenry. But it need not 
be so. The capitalists are our capitalists; the 
armament plants are our plants, We, through 
our government, can do with them what we 


Mr. 


stinking drivel! 


"Toadyism to the Imperialist 


Mr. Norman 


eee a... 


their sons on the battlefield in 


mittee”—i.e,, issued by the Stalin- 
ists and their stooges—lies when 
it says that the “Tory Congress- 
men cunningly killed the attempt 
of the New Deal Congressmen to 
have their votes recorded.” On 
the contrary, the New Dealers 
didn’t ask for a recorded vote and 
most of them voted with the 
“Tories,” 

Having thus engineered a "re- 
volt” against his proposed appro- 
priation, Roosevelt now comes out 
of the prompter’s box, struts 
down center where all heroes 
stand, and to the shrieking ap- 
plause of the Stalinists and as- 
sorted labor skates, comes out for 

.. “only” a billion dollar cut in 
relief. 

And millions of unemployed 
and W.P.A. workers are being 
called upon to parade on January 
28 to “back up the President.” 

The whole thing’s a fraud. Not 
the "Tories," but the shrewdest 
and most coldblooded political 
leader the capitalist class of this 
country has had in ea century, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, is 
condemning millions of youth to 
permanent joblessness, is con- 
demning to slow starvation tens 
of millions of men, women and 
children, 


If these millions could see 
Roosevelt and his system of 
hypocrisy and deceit for just 
what it is, a monstrous device 
for keeping us all in subjection, 
they would put and end to that 
system. Let us concentrate on 
helping them open their eyes: 
then they will] really be able to 
fight for bread—and for social- 
ism. 


Chicago Par 


ty, Y.P.S.L. 


Picket Dinner for Fascist 


By AL LIEBECK 
CHICAGO, IllL—A mass picket 
line of 75 S. W, P. and Y. P.S. L 
members and sympathizers sur- 
rounded the entrance of the Uni- 


versity of Chicago's International 
House on January 22, in protest 
against a dinner and meeting for 
Prof. Bruno Roselli, a representa- 
tive of fascist Italy. Quentin 
Ogren, a member of the Y. P. S. 
L., was bodily evicted from the 
hall when he rose to protest 
against allowing a fascist to 
speak, 
Y. C. L. Sabotages Line 

The picket line was greeted 

after a half-hour by twelve Young 


Communist League members who 
tried to sabotage the line instead 
of joining it. The twelve timid 
individuals carried such burning 
slogans as “Roselli Here Today — 
Gone Tomorrow”. In contrast 
Fourth Internationallsts carried 
banners which read: “Smash 
Fascism Wherever It Raises Its 
Head!" 


From a loud-speaker which 
they had with them, the 12 Sta- 
linists concentrated their attack 
on the militant line — whenever 
they could be heard above the 
shouted slogans of the picket. 
While the newspapermen and pho- 


| anti-fascist 


demonstrators, the 
Stalinists orated against the 
“stupid hooligans using Brown 
Shirt tactics.” Despite the Y. C. 
L, antics, five rank and file Y, 
C. L. joined the picket line. 

Liberals Protest ‘Democratically’ 


The liberals, who had an- 
nounced their intention to pro- 
test, organized a “silent-passive- 
resistant-non-hooligan-picket line.” 
That is, they stood outside the 
meeting room, and gave, mourn- 
ful, though respectful, looks to 
all who entered. That done, they 
entered the hall, listened atten- 
tively, and democratically helped 
escort Ogren out of the hall. 


At the end of the meeting, the 
pickets entered the building and 
astounded the assembled guests 


tographers were copying and pho-| With their singing of the "Inter- 
tographing the slogans of thenational.” 


that only firm working class op- 
position can stop war. 
The union further stated its 


Stalinists Kowtow 
To Greek Dictator 


Signing “individual declara- 
tions of repentance," several hun- 
dred Stalinists have capitulated 
to Genera] Metaxas, whose bloody 
regime has hounded the labor 
movement ever since she came 
into power in 1936. All the promi- 
nent Stalinist leaders—Sclavain- 
as, Manoleas and others—have 
“recognized their errors.” 


Already imoculated with Stalin- 
ist patriotism, it was an easy 
jump for these cynical function- 
aries to the “better” patriotism 
of Metaxas. Their conversion fol- 
lowed the visit of King George 
Il to England, and the weaken- 
ing of Metaxas’ friendship for 
Germany following the Munich 
Pact. 


ROCHESTER UNION 
FIGHTS BOSS WAR 


‘(Special to Socialist Appeal) 
ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Declaring 
its firm opposition to any war 
launched by the United States 
government, the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine- 
men, Lodge 99, passed a resolu- 
tion last week condemning the 
gigantic program of naval and 
military expansion proposed by 
the Roosevelt administration. 
The resolution further states 
that wars are not fought for “de- 
mocracy,” but that the slogan of 
“democracy” is used to dupe the 
workers and farmers of this 
country to “protect and expand 
imperialist interests,” 
All War Funds to Unemployed 
Warning the workers that the 
government’s preparations for 
war are a threat to organized 
labor as already revealed in the 
M-day plans and the Sheppard- 
May bill which provides for the 
Prohibition of strikes, punitive 
discipline of unions and labor 
leaders, and the government con- 
trol of press and radio, the reso- 
lution declares that the pacifist, 
non-working class opposition to 
war has already collapsed and 


unalterable opposition to all war 
preparations and demanded that 
the military and naval budget 
funds be transferred to the relief 
of the unemployed. It also de- 
manded that the United States 
immediately withdraw its armed 
forces from foreign shores be- 
cause only “big business” and 
not labor have financial Interests 
abroad that need “protection.” 
The firemen and enginemen ex- 
pressed their desire to join to- 
gether with all forces in the la- 
bor movement who share these 
views and called for the consoli- 
dation of all of labor's forces to 
resist every 
mongers, 


Demand Popular Referendum 

Another resolution passed by 
Lodge 99 of the Brotherhood asks 
for a popular referendum before 
any war can be declared by the 
government. The union stated 
that workingmen are constantly 
forced to fight wars for imperial- 
ist robbers, but they are never 
given the democratic right to 
vote on whether or not they want 
to fight for “democracy.” Since 
18year old boys will fight the 
resolution also demands that all 
persons over the age of 18 be 
permitted to vote on the question 
of war. The union stand is: old 
enough to fight, old enough to 
vote. 


“Help! Police!” 


A threat to call the cops against 
revolutionists is contained in a 
letter to the editors of the "New 
International” by Charles Yale 
Harrison, whose recent break 
with Marxism was condemned in 
an article by James Burnham and 
Max Shachtman appearing in the 
current issue of that magazine. 

The letter from Harrison, whom 
the New Dealers have just ap- 
pointed Public Relations Counsel 
to the United States Housing 
authority in Washington, an- 
nounces his intention to sue the 
editors for libel. Gathering wind 
as he sails along, Mr. Harrison 
demands nothing less than a pub- 
Ne retraction by the editors and 
a public apology by the authors. 

In the article, the authors had 
made some pointed references to 
what Harrison himself calls his 
“career in low-rent public hous- 
ing” and his no less low attacks 
on revolutionary Marxism and 
Trotskyism, from which he bom- 
bastically “dissociated” himself, 
in the pages of the social-demo- 
cratic patriots’ organ, the “New 
Leader.” 

Mr. Harrison's letter will ap- 
pear in full, it is announced, in 
the February issue of the "New 
International,” so that its readers 
may get his full measure. Ap- 
pended to it will] be a brief reply 
by Burnham and Shachtman. 
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Times Leads Pack 
Attacking Mexico 


Press Barrage Presages Sharpened 
U. S. Demands; Kluckhohn 
Is Kicked Out 


Paving the way for stiff demands by the U.S. government upon 
Mexico, the New York "Times" is leading the American capitalist 
press in a systematic campaign of vicious propaganda to justify in 
advance armed intervention against the Mexican people. 


Its own hireling, Frank Kluck- 
hohn, having finally been ousted 
from Mexico for deliberate falsi- 
fications, the “Times” has estab- 
lished him at the border town of 
Brownsville, Texas, from which 
he continues to write as copiously 
as ever, since honest observation 
never was the basis of his re- 
porting. 

“Anti-fascist” Racket 

Deep moral indignation at the 
fact that Mexico is selling to 
Italy and Germany oil produced 
from expropriated British and 
American wells, and the plain im- 
plication that this means a pro- 
cess of political identification be- 
tween Mexico and the fascist 
countries, is the main theme of 
this unscrupulous campaign. 

Truth Untoid 

That Mexico would be only too 
glad to sell its oil to the demo- 
cratic countries, but is prevented 
from doing so by a boycott im- 
posed by British and American 
oil companies backed by their 
governments—of this neither the 
New York “Times” nor the rest 
of the kept press says anything, 

American imperialism has es- 
tablished a new “definition” of 
anti-fascism. Any ruling clique of 
gangsters who agree to serve 
American financiers and capital- 
ists — such as the Batista mob 
which murdered thousands of 
trade unionists in Cuba, the Var- 
gas camarilla which rules by the 
sword in Brazil, ete.—is christen- 


Jed “democratic.” 


But the Mexican government, 
which is attempting to free Mex- 
leo from the grip of imperialism, 
expropriated big foreign oil and 
land holdings—that the American 
kept press has the effrontery to 
link with fascism! 

Armed Intervention Demanded 

A campaign for use of “our 


whole armed might” to “bring 
about restoration of American 
properties in Mexico and the 
elimination of Nazism from that 
State” is prominently displayed 
in the “Times” on January 22, 

. To bolster up the case for pure 
idealism of the gentleman Inaug- 
urating the campaign, Roy P. 
Monahan, a Wall Street attorney, 
the “Times” gravely adds that 
“Mr, Monahan was the complain- 
ant against the German-American 
Settlement League, six officers of 
which were recently tried for vi- 
olation of the State Civi) Rights 


Law.” In other words, the 
“Times” youches for Monahan’s 
pure “anti-fascist" motives: his 


cheap gesture against a fascist 
organization Is employed to jus- 
tify a holy “anti-fascist” war 
against Mexico, 

Atrocity Stories 

Shots at the home of a consu- 
lar employe in Mexico City, 
American businessmen who “are 
afraid to make public com- 
plaints,” information which “can- 
not be sent in detall by American 
correspondents” and similar at- 
rocity items figure largely in 
Kluckhohn's concoctions. Mr. 
Kluckhohn has no imagination: 
the same items are being em- 
ployed by Nazi Germany in pre- 
paring to make stiff demands 
upon Holland. Refuting his as- 
sertions about secrecy and sup- 
pression, Associated Press dis- 
patches from Mexico City have 
carried the details about Mexican 
trade with Germany. 

Mexican trade with Germany 
can be ended by the American 
imperialists and their govern- 
ment very easily: all they have 
to do is put an end to the boy- 
cott they have been waging 
against Mexican oll and other 
products! 


Senate Stalls On Relief As 
F.D.R: Evades Responsibility 


(Continued from Page 1) 
maximum of 1,950,000 by the end 
of June: that is, more than 1,000,- 
000 workers wil] be thrown on 
the street. 

Nor would the picture be basic- 
ally altered by the increase of 
$150,000,000 in accordance with 
Roosevelt’s recommendation. Col- 
onel Harrington's statistics, 
placed before the Senate Com- 
mittee, show that a $875,000,000 
appropriation would require a re- 
duction of the rolls at least to 
2,650,000 (370,000 under the current 
total) by June 30th, and in all 
probability more than this. 

In actuality, Roosevelt's pres- 
ent battle with Congress is a 
sham, designed only to paralyze 
an Independent fight by the labor 
movement and the unemployed 
for adequate relief provisions. 
Roosevelt ls just as determined 
as Congress to carry through the 
smashing drive against the un- 
employed, which started under 
his auspices during the week fol- 
lowing the November elections. 
He differs with Congress only as 
to the ways and means of handl- 
ing it and of dealing with opposi- 
tion from the workers. 
Unemployed Can Rely Only On 

Themselves 


Roosevelt's maneuver has al- 
ready succeeded In swinging John 
L. Lewis, David Lasser and May- 
or LaGuardia into line behind 
him. These three have dropped 
their own plans without a mur- 
mur, and are now merely plead- 
ing tearfully for Congress to 
“stand behind the President": in 
other words, they have become 
the spokesmen for Roosevelt's 
own drive against the unem- 
ployed, which dropped 350,000 
from the W.P.A. roils during No- 
vember and December, plans a 
further drop of 370,000 by June, 


Blackwell Will 
Speak at Meeting 


Russell Negrette Blackwell, 
just returned from Spain where 
he was held as a prisoner by the 
Spanish G.P.U. in Barcelona, will 
speak at a meeting on February 
10th, 8 P.M. at the Stuyvesant 
Casino, Second Avenue, at Ninth 
Street. 

Blackwell was held on charges 
of high treason after participa- 
ting In the armed resistance of 
the Barcelona workers to at- 
tempts to disarm them. The pres- 
sure of labor groups in America 


and maintains the W.P.A. work- 
ers at the sub-human average 
wage of $52.50 per month. 

If the unemployed are to get 
anywhere in protecting them- 
selves from literal starvation, not 
to speak of advancing the posi- 
tive struggle for jobs and decent 
wages, the first step will have to 
be a breakaway from subordina- 
tion to Roosevelt—who Is himself 
the most skillful leader in the 
drive against the unemployed. 

A wholly Independent perspec- 
tive, content with nothing less 
than W.P.A. jobs for all unem- 
ployed workers at trade union 
wages and the turning over of 
all war funds tu the unemployed, 
implemented not by lobbyists in 
Washington but by militant mass 
actions, Is the only hope for the 
unemployed. 


OHIO ACTIVISTS 
DISCUSS WORK 


(Special to Socialist Appeal) 

AKRON, Ohio—Despite a haz- 
ardous snowstorm, more than 60 
people came from a radius of 300 
miles to attend the second an- 
nua! Ohio-Michigan district con- 
vention and active workers’ con- 
ference of the Socialist Workers 
Party, held here last Sunday, 


A 20% increase in party mem- 
bership was reported for this 
district during the past year. 

B. J. Widick, National Labor 
Secretary, reported for the Na- 
tional Committee on party pro- 
gress and perspectives, Special 
reports on the transitional pro- 
gram and its application to this 
heavy industrial section were 
made. Reporters were Art Preis, 
Ted Selander, Bert Cochran and 
Blake Lear, Helen March, of the 
Y.P.8.L. District Council, spoke 
on the problems of the youth or- 
ganization. 

Adoption of special programs 
for a national unemployment 
campaign and a concentrated 
drive in key industries here fea- 
tured the convention conference, 

The newly-organized branch in 
Flint was welcomed into the dis- 
trict. It was well represented at 
the conference. 

After considerabe discussion, 


| Proposals for a district organiza- 


tion with a committee of six and 
an executive secretary were 


upon the Department of State, adopted. 


once secured his release only to 


Art Preis was elected district 


have the G.P.U. rearrest him on | secretary. The former district 
board the vessel that was to take secretary, R. Ferguson, was un- 


him home. 


able to attend because of sickness 


The meeting is under the aus-|and his report on the work of 
pices of the Blackwell Defense! the past year was read to the 


Committee. 


convention, 
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. ł . 
Spain’s Friends 

Wherever workers congregate, the anguished 
cry irresistibly arises: why don’t the democratic 
powers and the Soviet Union provide the Span- 
ish Loyalists with arms? Give the peasants and 
workers a fighting chance, and not all the forces 
of Franco, Mussolini and Hitler could prevail 
against them: hopelessly outclassed in arma- 
ment, the anti-fascist masses have nevertheless 
fought back with sheer manpower for two and 
a half years. 

The spokesmen of the Second and Third In- 
ternationals are attempting to clear their skirts 
of responsibility for the unarmed condition of 
the Loyalists. In the French Chamber of Depu- 
ties they are going through the motions of de- 
manding that the Spanish frontier be opened. 
But the Rightist spokesman, Deputy Vallat, a 
Franco partisan, taunts the Stalinists and So- 
cialists: "I am of the same opinion as was Leon 
Blum when he-was in power. He decided then 
against intervention, He resisted those who de- 
manded planes and guns for Spain.” 

During most of the Spanish civil war, Popu- 
lar Front governments, twice with Blum as pre- 
mier, were at the helm in France. Those gov- 
ernments existed only thanks to the Stalinist- 
Socialist bloc, which supported them and closed 
its eyes to their strangling of the Loyalists. 

Spokesmen of the British Labour Party whine 
about their government's refusal to help Spain. 
But it is sheir government by the decisive crite- 
rion that the Labour leaders vote for its military 
burgets . . . to fight fascism! 

President Roosevelt solemnly announces that 
government lawyers are investigating to deter- 
mine whether he has the legal power to lift the 
arms embargo against Spain. The arrant hypoc- 
risy of that statement is obvious. At any time 
during the last two and a half years, Roosevelt 
could have determined that fact and, if he 
didn’t have the legal power, could have appealed 
to Congress to lift the embargo. Instead he has 
systematically prevented the Loyalist from se- 
curing arms on this continent. Closing their eyes 
to all this, the Stalinists hail him as savior of 
the world and, a little more urbanely, the Social 
Democrats vote for him with both hands. 


When it served Stalin's purpose of smother- 
ing the revolutionary elements in Spain as proof 
that he deserved a military alliance with France 
and England, he sent some airplanes and guns 
to Spain. Now that the revolutionary elements 
are crushed and Stalin no longer needs to bribe 
the Anarchist and Socialist leadership to give 
his assassins a free hand, he sends no more arms 
to Spain. Just as he remains silent about the 
Hitler pogroms and keeps the doors of his re- 
gime closed against anti-fascist refugees, so he 
is silent about Spain: his policy of making peace 
with capitalism has led him toward rapproche- 
ment with Hitler, and he will do nothing which 
may offend Hitler. ` 

This is the record of the "friends" of Loyalist 


Spain whose “realism” has so often been con- - 


trasted with the “unrealistic” program of the 
revolutionists for irreconcilable class struggle. 
This is the dead-end of the road of reformism. 
Every honest anti-fascist must now seriously turn 
to the only other real alternative: the road of 
the socialist revolution. 


Recruiting Sergeants 


Six months ago the Stalinists were virtuously 
denying that they would ever support Roosevelt 
in an armament building program. A month ago 
the Stalinist Fuehrer, Earl Browder, came out 
for armament, but if only by bad grammar re- 
frained from making his “Yes” entirely uncon- 
ditional. 

Now he has gone the whole hog. In a radio 


address (Daily Worker, Jan. 20) he pictures 
the “warmaking™ nations which are trying to 
gobble up innocent little America and de- 
nounces as fascists those who “deny those dan- 
gers which are forcing our country, for the 
first time with such unanimous popular support 
that even includes the Communists, to unpre- 
cedented armaments for defense.” 

The Stalinists and their Social Democrat 
allies persuaded the Czechoslovak workers to 
vote for military budgets to fight fascism; the 
guns they voted for are now at Hitler's service. 
The same tale was told to justify Stalinists 
and Socialists in voting for the huge military 
budget and for a military loan to Poland: Dal- 
adier used the guns to crush the general strike 
and seek an alliance with Hitler, while the 
Polish anti-Semitic government is using that 
loan to wipe out the Jews and the radical labor 
movement. 

Doesn't Browder know all this? Of course. 
But like any hireling who troubles himself not 
at all about the future consequences of his 
deeds, he does the bidding of his master. And 
his master, the Ghengis-Khan of the Kremlin, 
gambling for Roosevelt's favor, plays with the 
lives of tens of millions of American workers 
as if they were so many poker chips. Neither 
he nor Browder worry about what will happen 
to the chips. 


The Irish Bombings 


The newspapers have recently featured a 
series of bombings in England and Ireland, on 
the Ulster border. Presumably, the explosives 
were set off by the Irish Republican Army which, 
though silent for several years, again came to 
public life last Sunday morning with a fiery 
proclamation posted everywhere in the streets of 
Dublin and Belfast. 

"While Scotland Yard busied itself with fer- 
reting out the responsible persons, the boss 
press has yiped in horror at the “outrages.” For 
our part, while we deplore the methods of the 
LR.A. as ineffective, and consequently as wrong, 
we do not share the anguish of those who were 
never horrified by British oppression of the 
Irish masses. 

The LR.A. has held its forces together admir- 
ably, training and drilling its recruits illegally, 
“up in the hills.” Unfortunately, it is unguided 
by a revolutionary, Marxian program; hence its 
resort to the dangerous and feeble methods of 
terror. But the charge (which has been promi- 
nently made in the press) that the movement 
itself is today inspired by Nazis is a bald 
calumny. 

“England's crisis is Ireland's opportunity" has 
for long been the slogan of the Irish revolution- 
ists. It is one to which we give full support. The 
Irish masses must at every opportunity seize 
upon England's crisis, small or big, to advance 
their own revolutionary aims. 

Sabotage, explosions, will not, however, serve 
the purpose. That will only be served by a seri- 
ous, carefully thought out campaign of mass re- 
sistance and offense. 

We repeat, only the masses, guided by a revo- 
lutionary party and policy, will be able to con- 
vert England’s crisis into Ireland's revloutionary 


opportunity. 


| . ” 
mproving’ Guam 

Chief of the “defense” measures to come be- 
fore Congress this week and last, is the pro- 
posed “improvement” of Guam into a major 
naval base. Already “as much a part of the navy 
as the fleet,” the little island of 22,000 inhabi- 
tants lies on the direct route between Japan and 
her mandated islands. The proposal sharpens the 
significance of Roosevelt's studied disavowal of 
any “thought of taking part in another war on 
European soil," instead of the more usual 
phrase, foreign soil, in his hypocritica] “defense” 
message, ` 

Guam, & rocky island of slight economic im- 
portance, is 5,100 miles from San Francisco and 
3,400 miles from Honolulu, It does not lie in the 
path between the U.S, mainland and Japan, It is 
however only 1,400 miles south of Yokahama; 
and more important, it is right next to sixteen 
other Mariana Islands, mandated to Japan by 
the League of Nations. 

Therein is the key to Roosevelt's intent. De- 
fensively of no importance—assuming the fan- 
tastic prospect that Japan would sail 5,000 miles 
to attack the U.S. coast—it is a vital offensive 
position in a war with Japan, Guam could not 
block a mythical raid of Japanese ships and 
planes on San Francisco, It could, however, 
serve as a base of operations against the Japan- 
ese mandates (not to liberate them, but to con- 
tinue their exploitation), and even the Japanese 


mainland. 
* 


Discovered by Magellan in 1521, Guam was 
originally called Island of Thieves. And hypo- 


* = 


crites and jingoists too, it should be added! 


Varied Content In Feb. 
“New International” 


able. 

The management of "The New 
International” also states that 
this announcement serves as of- 
ficial announcement to all So- 
ciaist Workers Party, ¥.P.S.L., 
and all other “New International” 
agents that any agent in arrears 


While the January number of 
“The New International,” with its 
timely informative and polemical 
articles, is stitring unusual inter- 
est and discussion in labor, polit- 
‘jeal and scholastic circles, the 
management announces that the 
February issue will be fully up 
to the high standards of “The 
New International.” New fea- 
tures will appear in the February 
issue, Among those already 
scheduled to appear are: 

1. Is Austria a Nation?—by 
Charles Crompton, pen-name of 
an Austrian writer of competence. 
. 2 The Farmers and the Recent 
Elections—by Dave Cowles. 

3, A Survey of the Political 
and Labor Movement in Australia 
—by Stan. Bollard, of Sydney, 
Australia. This is the first time 
an exhaustive article on Aus- 


tralia has appeared in the maga- 
zine’s columns. 

4. Biographical and political 
review of the late Karl Kautsky, 
theoretical leader of the Second 
International—by Max Shacht- 
man, 

5. The Jewish Question and Im- 
perialism in Palestine—by the 
editors of “The Spark," official 
organ of the Workers Party of 
South Africa. 

6 The popular column of 
Dwight Macdonald, “Reading 
From Right to Left”; Editors’ 
Notes, and other important ar- 
ticles to be announced in the 
forthcoming Appeal. 

Bound volumes of the 1938 se- 
ries of “The New International" 
are now available: price, $3.00 per 
volume. First come, first served. 
Only a limited number still avail- 


with payments on the magazine 
will not receive the February is- 
sue, and requests that settlement 
of accounts be made immediately. 
The January issue is still avail- 
able to those desiring to obtain 
copies. Price per copy: 20c; Sub- 
scription: $2.00 per year. 
Address: 
The New International 
116 University Place, 
New York, N. Y. 


American City 
A Rank and File History of 
Minneapolis and the Teamsters 
Strike of 1934. 
By C. R. WALKER 
Our Price 750—Originally $2.50 
LABOR BOOKSHOP 
28 East 12th St, N.Y.C. 
(Send for catalogue) 


Let Us Arm Ourselves, Too! 


ARMAMENT: 
BLLIONS 


Socialist Party - Old Guard 
Fusion Nears Ratification 


The shattered remnants of the 
Norman Thomas-Socialist Party 
are being secretly maneuvered in- 
to fusion with the “Old Guard” 
Social Democratic Federation in 
the course of negotiations that 
have been going on between the 
leaders of the two groups. 

Decisive measures to consum- 
mate the reunion will be taken, 
it is indicated, at the meeting of 
the Nationa] Executive Committee 
of the S.P. scheduled to open in 
Chicago on Feb. 3. The measures 
will complete the process of liqui- 
dating the Socialist party, which 
has been in a state of rapid dis- 
integration for the past two 
years, 

Membership in Dark 

Despite repeated attempts by 
rank and file left-wingers in the 
S. P. to have the party officials 
render’ a report of the negotia- 
tions begun without asking the 
membership’s approval or get- 
ting it in any form, no report 
has been forthcoming. 


In fact, so exceptionally cau- 
tious has the Thomas-Altman- 
Laidler clique been in its discus- 
sions with the corrupt “Old 
Guard” group that not even one 
single member of the Zam-Tyler 
faction of pink centrists has been 
permitted to take part in the 
work of the negotiating commit- 
tee, Everything is carefully con- 


What Does SP. 
Say On Rourke? 


A contemptible document has 
recently been exposed and has 
provoked considerable discussion 
—not only in the ranks of the Un- 
employed and Project Workers 
Union, in whose name the docu- 
ment was issued—but also in the 
ranks of the Socialist Party. 


It appears, after investigation, 
that one Henry V. Rourke, an of- 
ficial of the U.P.W.A. and a mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party, issued 
a statement in’ the name of the 
U.P.W.U, without consulting eith- 
er' the Executive Committee or 
the City Central body of the or- 
ganization, That in itself is bad 
enough, but an examination of the 
statement. which was mailed to 
members of Congress by Rourke, 
brings to light some of the crafti- 
est red-baiting we have yet seen. 
Also, itis evident, that the state- 
ment was intended as a personal 
bid for recognition from either 
reactionary Congressmen or the 
Dies Committee. 


The City Central body of the 
U.P.W.U. is to be commended for 
its prompt action in repudiating 
the document and censuring Its 
author. Evidently the workers of 
the U.P.W.U. are on guard against 
the personal, ambitions of any 
“leader” and also against red-bait- 
ing in any form. The rule or ruin 
tactics of the Stalinist-controlled 
Workers Alliance and the cheap 
betrayal of the rank and file by 
David Lasser are lessons well 
learned by these workers who 
broke once and for all with both 
the Stalinists and Lasser. We 
wonder what the Socialist Party 
will do in this case, We remem- 
ber the cases of Lasser and Lash. 


centrated in the hands of the ex- 


treme right wing of the party. 

In addition, these “democratic” 
sociailsts who are cooking up a 
shoddy deal behind the backs of 
the members, are seeing to it 
that a minimum of publicity is 
given in the press even to the 
fact of the unity negotiations, 
much less to the details. 

Nevertheless, all the indications 
are that the unity will be 
achieved on the basis already pro- 
vided by the program of the re- 
formist Old Guard which broke 
away from the party some three 
years ago. Indeed, the reformists 
are not even bothering to con- 
ceal the fact that the union is.to 
be marked by a capitulation to 
their point of view all along the 
line. 

Writing in the Jan. 14, 1939 is- 
sue of the organ of the S.D.F,, 
the “New Leader,” the prominent 
right-wing socialist, Adolph War- 
show, points out that the Thomas 
group has degenerated politically | 
to the point where unity is now 
desirable and possible: 


“Whatever ideological differ- 
ences existed at the time of the 
split have since almost com- 
pletely disappeared. Those who 
now constitute the membership 
of the Socialist Party have by 
their actions, as well as by 
specific resolutions passed at 
their conventions in 1937 and 
1938, discarded the Detroit dec- 
laration and have adopted as 
their basic policy the attain- 
ment of socialism by demo- 
cratic means, 


“They no longer speak of de- 
mocracy as ‘bogus’ and have 
emphatically repudiated the no- 
torious ‘Road to Power’ resolu- 
tion. They are now entirely at 
one with us in their opposition 
to Stalinism. Finally, their 
present position on the united 
front, the trade union move- 
ment, and the Labor Party Is 
essentially the same as ours. 
Our apparent differences on 
collective security and the ap- 
proach to the New Deal are no 
longer so violent as to prove 
an insuperable barrier if a gen- 
ulne desire for unity permeates 
the deliberations of the com- 
mittees who are soon to dis- 
cuss the question.” 


The coming fusion will elimi- 
nate all the remaining preten- 
sions of the present Socialist 
Party to a revolutionary or left 
wing position—which was, in 
fact, given up more than a year 
ago at the time of the bureaus 
cratic mass expulsion of the mili- 
tant socialists who subsequently 
formed the Socialist Workers 
Party. 

Like the S. P., the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation, kept alive by 
the rotten Jewish “Daily For- 
ward" machine, is an “educa- 
tional" sect led by doddefing old 
has-beens who long ago aban- 
doned socialism in the hopes of 
living comfortably from the 
crumbs thrown them by the trade 
union bureaucracy and the capi- 
talist parties they support in and 
out of elections, 

The Federation and its paper 
are vicious red-baiting institu- 
tions and their editor, a typical 
“democratic socialist,” has called 
repeatedly for government sup- 
pression and outlawing of all 
Stafinist. communist. revolution- 


ary socialist and all other organi- 
zations which stand for or sup- 
port “dictatorship of any kind.” 


Patriotic Partner 


The “New Leader,” Federation 
organ, is the stamping ground 
for avowed “patriots” who call 
for a super-armament program 
in the United States and for a 
“democratic” war against fas- 
cism, and in general for an ex- 
tension of that support to Roose- 
velt and the New Deal fraud 
which the Federation has backed 
from the beginning. 


It will be interesting to watch 
the attempts of the Thomas lead- 
ership to ram down the throats 
of the remaining membership the 
proposal to unite with as unap- 
petizing a gang of social-patriots 
as is to be found in the Second 
International—which Is saying a 
good deal. 

Thomas, however, is not stand- 
ing on any such ceremonies as 
getting the preliminary approval 
of his membership before com- 
mitting his organization irrevoca- 
bly. He feels the need of a 
broader field for his talents and 
hopes—in vain, as he wil) learn— 
that unity with the S.D.F, will 
provide it. In any case, it has 
become obvious to him and his 
colleagues that the heart-sicken- 
ing job of trying to breathe life 
into the S. P. is more than they 
bargained for. 

The S. P, showing in the last 
elections was a first-class calami- 
ty, especially in the last of its two 
traditional strongholds, New 
York, where it was dropped from 
the ballot for lack of enough 
votes. A pathetic party press has 
continued in a comatose state, 
barely breathing despite repeated 
injections of adrenalin and digi- 
talis. A Jast desperate effort has 
just been made to keep the 
party's former weekly and now 
fortnightly organ alive by mov- 
ing it to the graveyard of Ameri- 
can socialism, Milwaukee. In that 
city, furthermore, the once so- 
cialist “Milwaukee Leader” has 
just announced its demise in fa- 
vor of its successor, the “Mil- 
waukee Post" which, on its ap- 
pearance, declared that “it will 
not be a party organ” or own 
“allegiance to any one organiza- 
tion or group of organizations.” 

S. P. Collapsing 

The party membership, it was 
reported at the last meeting of 
the S. P.’s Executive Committee 
in Baltimore, is at the lowest fig- 
ure in decades, Whole state and 
city organizations have simply 
collapsed, including, most recent- 
ly, the once substantial up-state 
New York party. In New York 
State as a whole, the party has 
recently been officially dissolved 
as an independent political orga- 
nization by the decision of the 
right wing to liquidate into the 
American Labor party. 

With the party purged some 
time ago of almost everyone who 
took revolutionary socialism se- 
riously, the final step of re-union 
with the “Old Guard,” who were 
denounced by Thomas and Co. a 
few short years ago in terms 
which would now bring the blush 
‘of embarrassment to their faces, 
will mark the fitting culmination 
of the decay to which Thomas, 


QUESTION BOX 


(Conducted by the National 
Educational Department) 


QUESTION: What does the 
term “democratic  centralism” 
mean?—D, B, San Diego, Cal. 


ANSWER: The Declaration of 
Principles of the S.W.P. puts it 
as follows: “The organizational 
structhre of the revolutionary 
party, enabling the party to carry 
through its historic task, rests 
upon the principle of democratic 
centralism. This means the fullest 
inner-party democracy combined 
with centralized direction and 
rigid discipline in action. Inner- 
party democracy guarantees full 
and free discussion of all party- 
problems, and freedom of criti- 
cism both of policies and of the 
leadership. The leadership, up to 
and including the highest bodies, 
is freely and democratically 
elected by the membership, and 
subject to its control and re- 
moval, The administration of 
the party is centralized, with 
lower units subordinate to the 
higher units. In public and in 
action, all members are required 
to carry out the discipline of the 
party.” 

Notice that the term “demo- 
cratic centralism" combines two 
ideas: democracy in internal 
party life, and centralized disci- 
pline in the external and public 
activities of party members and 
units, These two things are sup“ 
plementary to each other, like the 
two sides of a coin. We believe 
that the most effective means of 
insuring disciplined action of 
party members is the fact that 
the members themselves have 
first determined what policies the 
party should put forward and 
who its leaders should be. 

Once this has been decided by 
the majority of the party, after a 
discussion in which all partici- 
pate with complete freedom of 
expression, any who disagree are 
expected to abide by the decision 
which they have thémselves par- 
ticipated in making. Even then, 
the question can be re-opened 
when the next discussion period 
previous to a party convention 
comes around. 

In Other Parties 


It is worthwhile comparing 
this to the state of affairs that 
exists inside the Communist 


Party and the Socialist Party. In 
the Communist Party, the most 
fundamental policies are adopted 
or changed at will by the top 
committee alone, without any dis- 
cussion and decision by the party 
ranks. The decision is then 
handed down to the party mem- 
bers at the same time that it is 
made public and put into prac- 
tice. After all this, the leadership 
theh begins a "discussion""—which 
is limited to explanations by the 
leaders of why the line is correct, 
and “discussion” by the members 
of how the line can best be ap- 
plied—no more. The attitude of 
the Stalinist bureaucrats toward 
the membership is: “Their’s not 
to reason why.” ‘ 

The opposite extreme was true 
of the Socialist Party some years 
ago, There was comparatively a 
high degree of democracy inter- 
nally—discussion of policies, right 
to disagree with the leadership, 
ete. But at the same time, there 
was no thoroughgoing discipline 
required of the membership nor 
centralization in the actions of 
the Party. S. P, members in the- 
trade unions openly pursued anti- 
Socialist or anti-progressive poli- 
cies, and nothing was done about 
it. The state organization “en- 
joyed “state's rights" and to a 
large extent were not subject to 
the control of the national organ- 
izaion, so that the B. P. in dif- 
ferent states could and gid fol- 
low diametrically opposite poli- 
cies. 

Left Wing “Disciplined” 

In more recent years, with the: 
growth of the left-wing move- 
ment in the 5. P., more and more 
restrictions were imposed by the 
right-wing leadership in order to 
curb the revolutionary sentiment 
of the membership; and corre- 
spondingly, disciplinary control 
was exercised more and more- 
strictly over the  left-wingers 
while the right-wingers contin- 
ued to act independently of party 
control, 

A party that is organized on 
democratic-centralized lines is 
the only one that can really over- 
throw the centralized, tightly- 
knit capitalist state, and at the 
same time, faithfully reflect the 
wishes and interests of the ad- 
vanced workers upon whom the 
party is based, 


Best Labor Paper Our Goal 


By B. J. WIDICK 

The best labor paper in America. 

It is this prospect for the twice-a-week Appeal that makes 
the present campaign so vital to every trade unionist in and 
near the Party. Already the Socialist Appeal has made its mark 
in the union movement with lively articles on burning issues 
before the labor movement. Now, we have the possibility of 
becoming a powerful influence through the medium of our 


twice-a-week Appeal. 


Nothing succeeds like success, Our Party can and will 
make, I am confident, an impressive record in the labor move- 
ment, especially through the expansion of our press. It signifies 
a giant step forward in building a mass base in the working 
class. It means that the “Trotskyites” are not only “here to 


stay” but are on the march, In 


this period of confusion, inde- 


cision, and “muddling through” by the C.I.O. and A.F. of L, 
top leaderships, our steady advance on the road of revolution- 
ary socialism will serve to draw all advanced union militants 


in our direction. 


The twice-a-week Appeal with spot news on strikes, on 


general labor developments, on 


the national and international 


issues that face the workers today, can become the best-read ` 
labor paper in America. It must become indispensable to 
every union militant, And when we hear the unionists say, 
“I don’t agree with all the policies, but the Socialist Appeal 
certainly has the inside information and facts on everything, 
that’s why I read it,” then we know we will have broken 
through the ice and will be well on the road to a genuine mass 


proletarian party. 


Build the Party in the unions through the twice-a-week 


Appeal! 


$2,800 IS DRIVE 
TOTAL WITH ONE 
MORE WEEK LEFT 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Pledge Fund card No. 2? 


Another reader, W.C. of New 
York writes: “Enclosed find check 
for $2. I hope to see the Socialist 
Appeal a daily paper soon, with 
pride that will never disappoint 
us. May I call your attention to 
the need of a publication, in Yid- 
dish and open forums in the same 
language?” Comrade C. will be 
glad to learn that a Jewish group 
is already in the process of or- 
ganization. He will hear more 
about it. 

The following sent in their in- 
dividual contributions: eddie 
Grey, N.Y.C,, $15; Abraham S, 
Coney Island, $3; David A, N.Y.C., 
$2; Samuel F., Smartville, Calif., 
$1; Matt S., Waukeegan, $3; Bob 
R. Yonkers, 50c; B. H., Wellsley, 
Mass., $2; Gates, Kansas, 50c; M. 
E. B. Cottekill, N.Y.„ $5; A 
Friend, N.Y.C., $1.20; Jersey City 
Group, $5. 

FROM OUR BRANCHES 

Ken of Houston, Texas, writes: 
“Our next unit meeting is going 
to be devoted entirely to discuss- 
ing ways and means of selling the 
Appeal.” Discussions of this char- 
acter should be on the agenda of 
all branches. Distribution of the 
twice a week Appeal raises new 
problems. 

John Brucker of Allentown, 
Pa.: “Enclosed find money order 


Altman, Zam and Tyler doomed;on our Appeal quota. We will 
the S, P. by virtue of their un-| make our final payment before 


principled reformist course. 


the 27th so get the big banner 


ready for our branch. We are on- 
ly a few members and most of 
them are unemployed.” 

Louis S. of Quakertown, Pa., 
sends a check to complete the 
quota and says: "This doea not 
end our efforts and if funds are 
raised the amount will be for- 
warded.” j 

M. Hess of Youngstown, Ohio: 
“Encosed is another payment, I'm 
still quite certain that we shall 
have our quota fulfilled by Febru- 
ary Ist,” 

Mark Knight of Los Angeles: 
“Am enclosing a money order to 
apply to our Appeal quota, We’ 
are still plugging away. We may 
be a few days late in fulfilling it 
but we'll get there.” 


Letters to 
the Editor 


To the Soclalist Appeal: 


I send you herewith a copy of 
a letter that I sent to the “Work- 
ers Age," organ of the Indepen- 
dent Labor League (Lovestene- 
ites). 

Sir: 

In a recent issue of “Workers 
Age” it was announced that I 
am to be among the speakers in 
a series of lectures to be given 
at the Independent Labor Insti- 
tute. To keep the record straight, 
I'd like to state that actually I had 
told the Institute several weeks 
before that I could mot give a 
talk there, for various reasons. 
Apparently, there was some sort, 
of misunderstanding. 

Sincerely, 
DWIGHT MACDONALD 


